
being present at Conference. I believe that 
I can appreciate it better than I could pos-
sibly have done had I been here all the time 
during the winter. I have, however, during 
my absence, enjoyed myself better than I 
could have expected. I have felt that the 
Lord has been with us as a people, that his 
power has been manifested in our behalf, 
and that, so far as the prospects of Zion in 
the future are concerned, we have abun-
dant reason to be thankful and rejoice. I 
know that the hope is indulged in in many 
quarters that the Latter-day Saints are fast 
losing that faith for which they have been 
noted, and by the operation of which they 
have been enabled to accomplish the labors 
that have devolved upon them in the past 
in this country as pioneers, and as pioneers 
in the religious world. I am quite willing, 
myself, if it is any satisfaction to any indi-
vidual to entertain this idea, that he should 
do so; but for myself, and I believe I speak 
the sentiments of the people, I never, in my 
life, saw greater cause for rejoicing in the 
cause of God than I do today. I am not in 
the least discouraged, but, on the contrary, 
I feel exceedingly encouraged. I know, it 
seems to me, better than I ever knew, that 
God is with this people, that he hearkens 
to their prayers, and that he watches over 
them. It is true that there are influences 
operating upon us at the present time that 
we have only recently had to contend with, 
they are comparatively new influences and, 
to a certain extent, the Latter-day Saints 
are unaccustomed to them, especially the 
rising generation. But it has been taught  
us from the beginning that Zion is to be-
come a great power in the earth, and that 
she will triumph; but I cannot conceive 
how Zion can become that which we  
have expected, or that it will achieve the

destiny predicted concerning it, unless it 
be by passing through ordeals such as those 
we already have to encounter, and others, 
still greater, that are yet in the future, by 
which Zion will show its superiority over 
every institution and power that exists on 
the face of the earth.

I have expected for years that the se-
clusion which we sought in coming to 
these mountains would be terminated. 
Everything in the predictions of the holy 
Prophets concerning the work of God 
in the last days conveyed this idea to my 
mind. I looked upon our retreat here as a 
temporary one, for I well knew from the 
character of the people and their achieve-
ments that, in a short time, we should 
have the world trooping to us; we should 
be like a city set on a hill, we could not 
be hid, and that the eyes of men would 
be attracted Zionward, therefore I have 
not been disappointed in witnessing that 
which we see around us today. It has 
come probably in some form that I had 
not looked for, because I could only take 
a general view, the details I did not under-
stand, but that we should pass through or-
deals that should test us, test our faith, test 
our institutions, test the character of our 
doctrines, test the practical value of every-
thing connected with us, I never had a 
doubt; and so far as the future is concerned 
I look forward to an increase rather than 
a decrease of these things, to an increase 
of tests, a multiplication of ordeals that 
will be calculated in their very nature to 
test and try us and the system with which 
we are identified to the perfect satisfac-
tion of everyone connected with it. How 
else could we expect that Zion should be-
come a power in the earth? How else could  
we expect that that respect should be ac-
corded to Zion which we are led to believe
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