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other circumstances. And so, when we
were driven out of civilization so-called;
when we wended our weary way through
the wilderness, not knowing where we
were going, it seemed as though the last
blow had been struck and we had been left
a prey to internal dissensions or to the vio-
lence of the savages. But God in his mercy,
out of that seemingly great affliction, has
brought forth great blessing and glory to
us, and has honored us, has enriched us,
has raised us up and endowed us with
blessings that we could not have had where
we lived; so that that great blow aimed at
us by our enemies has been overruled to be
the means of great and wonderful blessings
to us, and as an entire people we rejoice to-
day in the possession of a land that God
has given unto us, to which he led us and
which he designated by the finger of inspi-
ration as the land which we should occupy,
and which we this day possess despite all
the machinations of the wicked and their
efforts to strip us of all power herein.
Until this day he has given unto us the
supremacy in this land, from north to
south, from east to west, and he has made
it productive and fertile for our sakes.
When we reflect upon our history since
we came here; when we think of the many
plots and schemes, of the many men who
have lent themselves to these plots, who
have done all in their power against and
to entrap this people; when we reflect
upon it all, so far as I am concerned, I am
filled with amazement, and with thanks-
giving to God our Eternal Father for his
goodness and mercy unto us as a people.
I know, as well as I know that I live,
that no human power could have saved
us time and time again as we have been
rescued; that there is no wisdom of man
that was equal to the emergencies in
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which we have been placed; but God, in
his infinite mercy and wisdom, in his kind-
ness and watchcare over us as a people,
has, at the very moment when salvation
was needed, stretched forth his Almighty
arm. He has rescued us from the grasp of
the destroyer when it seemed as though
destruction was inevitable and we could
not escape. The last five years have been
as fruitful, probably, as any period in our
history in events of this character. Time
and time again has it seemed as though
destruction was sure to come upon us, as
though there were no way possible for us
to escape; but God has heard our suppli-
cations and has opened the way of deliv-
erance in a most wonderful manner, and
has rescued us from the grasp of those who
would destroy us. Others may not see the
hand of God in these things; they may say
that these things come about from and are
the results of natural causes, but those who
have prayed to God, whose hearts have
been drawn out in supplication to him and
who have waited tremblingly for the sal-
vation which he has promised, have seen
and they cannot but acknowledge the hand
of God in these deliverances, because, as
I have said, they have watched, waited,
and prayed anxiously and earnestly in the
name of Jesus for deliverance, and when it
has come their faith has been strengthened
and their joy increased in the Holy One of
Israel; because he has heard and answered
their prayers: and today the Latter-day
Saints are the people of all people upon the
face of the earth who know that God lives,
because he hears and answers their prayers.
And he, it seems, is determined to have a
people upon the earth who will be com-
pelled to put their trust in him and not in
man, because man’s power would utterly
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