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your opponents into power.” I do not say
that this is the case in Louisiana, I do not
pretend to decide upon that question, it
admits of a good deal of argument; but I
have been told by members of Congress
who visited there—the Committee sent
by Congress to investigate matters, that
if the federal troops had been withdrawn
from Louisiana this winter twenty-four
hours would not have elapsed until the
McEnery government would have been
put in power, and the whole difficulty
would have been solved. But the presence
of federal troops maintained a government
that could not be maintained in and of it-
self. What is the use, then, of being a State
government if the Federal government is
to interfere in this manner in State affairs?
And with the causes that exist in Utah
Territory to make interference popular and
a thing to be approved of by thousands, a
State government would not be so desir-
able. I have, therefore, so far as my own
feelings have been concerned, been very
much pleased at being a territory. I have
seen the hand of God and his wisdom in
this thing, when if my wish or my will
could have been gratified we should have
been a State long ago.

The Lord, in his mercy, will preserve us
from these evils; in his overruling wisdom
and providence he will deliver us until the
time shall come for us to be a state if that
be his will, and I doubt not that we shall
be surprised at it ourselves. I have come
to the conclusion, as one individual, that
I shall not be anxious on this subject in the
future, and shall leave it to the overruling
providence of God to bring about when it
shall seem good unto him.

As to some of the States in the South they
are in such a condition that we, if we were
in the same, should think our lot dreadful. I
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have heard stories of usurpation and tyr-
anny by officials in those states that have
caused me to think that, notwithstanding
all that we have had to endure in Utah
Territory, our lot has been a fortunate
one compared with that of others. They
have drunk the cup of humiliation to its
very dregs. You know there was a time
here when it seemed as though every ef-
fort was made to bring us under military
rule in this Territory, and when the provo-
cations endured by the people here come
to be read in history surprise will arise in
the mind of the reader, and admiration
for the people who so patiently endured
the wrongs that were imposed upon them,
especially when it is remembered what
power we hold here. Why, think of it, a
few years ago a Governor came to this
Territory immediately after a long and
bloody Indian war, in which our citizens
were massacred, their property stolen,
their settlements robbed and their stock
driven off; and immediately after that
war a Governor came here who prohib-
ited the militia, every able-bodied man in
the Territory, from bearing arms—a most
unheard of tyrannical exercise of power;
and then a Secretary, while acting gover-
nor, afterwards repeated the same proc-
lamation. And this people have borne
it patiently and never lifted their hands
against these contemptible tyrants. It was
doubtless hoped that we would commit
some overt act to provoke trouble, so that
the federal troops could be brought in
and be placed under the control of these
officials, who for once in their lives hap-
pened to hold position. Not only this,
but on one occasion when certain citi-
zens met together as a company, to cel-
ebrate the fact of their band having got
a new set of instruments a federal judge
committed them to a military prison
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