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for violating this proclamation, as

though a proclamation of the Gover-

nor was law! With as great propriety

might an Executive claim that he has the

power to restore the curfew, and say—

"You must have your fires extinguished

by eight o'clock at night, or we will put

you in a military prison; and you must

rise in the morning at the tap of the bell,

or we will treat you as criminals." If a

Governor's proclamation is law, and is

to be respected as such, where will it

end? Will it end with the imprisonment

of men who act as militia men? No; if

such acts of usurpation continue, no citi-

zen will be safe, and they will end in the

overthrow of liberty and constitutional

right wherever permitted.

We have borne these things, and we

have borne others, the recollection of

which, were I to recite them to you,

would make our blood boil. It is not nec-

essary that I should do so; but in talk-

ing thus do we talk disloyally? Ameri-

can citizens have the right to talk about

officials who trample upon their rights

in this manner; we all have the right to

question the acts of men in power; it is

a right given to us, and the man is not

worthy of the name of freeman who will

not thus criticize acts of oppression and,

in a proper manner, resent them and

show his abhorrence of them. It is be-

cause they are violative of the fundamen-

tal principles of our government that I

thus talk about them: and in any other

Territory than this they would have pro-

voked a storm of indignation that would

have overwhelmed their authors. One of

the lessons we have to learn is to have

patience, but not to stop remonstrating,

not stop talking, not stop appealing, not

hold our tongues and let our children

grow up with the belief that these things

are right. No, proclaim against them,

let it be known that they are wrong, that

they are contrary to the law of the land,

to the Constitution and to the principles

of our government; let this be known,

and let our children understand what is

right, and all men recognize the fact that

we understand our rights, whether they

are denied to us or not.

I expect to see the day when the

Latter-day Saints will be the people

to maintain constitutional government

on this land. Men everywhere should

know that we believe in constitutional

principles, and that we expect that it

will be our destiny to maintain them.

That the prediction will be fulfilled that

was made forty-four years ago the sev-

enth of last March, wherein God said to

Joseph Smith—"Ye hear of wars in for-

eign lands; but behold I say unto you,

they are nigh, even at your doors, and

not many years hence ye shall hear of

wars in your own lands;" but the reve-

lation goes on to say that the day will

come among the wicked, that every man

that will not take his sword against his

neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for

safety. A portion of that revelation has

been fulfilled, the remainder will be. The

causes are in operation to bring it about.

We are not alone in the thought that

the republic is drifting steadily in that

direction; that we are leaving the old

constitutional landmarks, and that the

time is not far distant when there will

be trouble in consequence of it, when

there will be civil broils and strife; and,

to escape them, we believe, men will

be compelled to flee to the "Mormons,"

despised as they are now. Does this

seem incredible? Why, look you, to-

day, throughout our Union, the Latter-

day Saints are the most lightly taxed of

any people upon the face of this conti-

nent. I do not know a community as free


