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who seem to imagine that it is an ev-

idence of independence and smartness

to indulge in these things; and it may

be that they go a little further and are

guilty of other acts of greater turpitude

than these.

No man loses credit by being true to

his principles. If he is a Latter-day Saint,

let him act out his principles wherever

he goes. If he does not believe in drink-

ing intoxicating drinks, let him refrain

from doing so everywhere; if he does not

smoke, refrain from smoking; if he does

not swear—which no man ought to do—

let him refrain from it, no matter where

he is, and let him be true to the princi-

ples of his religion always and under all

circumstances, and he will gain influence

that he would not have otherwise. Let

us as a people take a course of this kind.

But there is this tendency—"O, we must

be like somebody else." You can see that

tendency at the present time in many

things besides men's conduct. There are

men here who would change our city and

make it like places they know. They

would cut down our streets until they

would not be fifty feet wide, and cut

down our city blocks until they were

like other city blocks, and would nar-

row our sidewalks, cut down our shade

trees, and completely change the char-

acter of everything there is about us.

They would rob the city of every dis-

tinctive feature, and fill the city with

nest holes of vice. You can see this ten-

dency here to imitate and do as some-

body else does, instead of ourselves be-

ing the standard; instead of recollecting

that God has chosen us and placed his

name upon us, that he has called us to

be his Saints, and that it is our duty

to maintain our principles, and carry

them out in our lives, doing that which

is right, regardless of whether it may

suit other people or not. It is our duty

to have some mind of our own, and if we

have a good thing not to be willing to

part with it because other people make

sport of it. I like our city, our sidewalks

and the width of our streets; others may

not, but that is the pattern and plan

upon which the city was laid out. I would

like to see everything connected with our

city—and I speak of this because it is a

case in point, and I merely speak of it to

illustrate everything else—I would like

to see us carry out that which is right

ourselves. If we have ideas of our own,

cling to them, and not abandon them, be-

cause they do not happen to be popular.

And so with our practices. A man who

does not smoke is not any worse for it; he

is no less a gentleman when he goes into

company because of that. He is no less

a gentleman because he does not drink

or because he does not swear, because he

does not go into a gambling house or a

house of ill fame; and how can aman who

calls himself a Latter-day Saint, think

that he is any more of a gentleman or

any better a man because he can do these

things when he, in and of himself, knows

they are wrong. God has taught us that

it is not good for us to do these things; he

has given us counsel, he has given us a

word of wisdom, and the man who thus

disregards the word of God and his coun-

sel does not show very great respect to

him, and I do not imagine that God is go-

ing to show very great respect to him.

Let us be true to our principles; men

admire sincerity, truth and uprightness,

and they admire a Latter-day Saint who

abides by his principles much more than

they admire one who is not true to that

which he professes; and you will never

lose anything by telling who you are

and what you are in a respectful man-

ner, and maintaining that which is right.


