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ourselves Christians.” That is a very easy
matter; but calling yourselves Christians
or Christian churches does not make you
such. Inquires one—"Is it not contrary to
the Scriptures to suppose that the world
would be left for so many centuries with-
out a Christian Church?” Nos it is in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures, for they
foretell the Apostasy, the falling away and
the darkness that should reign over the
nations, and show that instead of having
true teachers, men would heap to them-
selves teachers without authority from
God, uninspired men, whose ears would
be turned away from the truth unto fables.
This great apostasy commenced about the
close of the first century of the Christian
era, and it has been waxing worse and
worse from then until now. A short time
after the death of the last of the Apostles,
the Christian Church, what few of them
remained, were persecuted from moun-
tain to mountain, from den to den, from
one cave of the earth to another, and
from nation to nation until they were en-
tirely exterminated and rooted out of the
earth. Well, what was left? An apostate
Christianity, a Christianity without revela-
tors, without any voice of God, without
any Prophets to unfold the future, with-
out visions, without any communications
from the heavens. Apostasy succeeded
the Christian Church and has borne rule
over all the nations of the earth; and these
Scriptures have been fulfilled; for they
say that a certain power should arise, and
make war with the Saints and overcome
them, and they should be given into the
hands of that power.

But is our earth always to be left without
the Church and kingdom of God, and with-
out Apostles, Prophets, or a voice from the
heavens? No. John saw in his vision on Patmos
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how the Gospel should again be preached
among the nations, after great Babylon
should arise, after she should persecute the
Saints and destroy them from the earth,
and present her golden cup full of filthiness
and abominations for all nations to drink
thereof.

After he had seen this, he saw how the
Christian Church should again return
to the earth. In the fourteenth chapter
of Revelation and sixth verse, he says—
“I saw another angel flying through the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
Gospel to preach to them that dwell on
the earth, unto every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, saying with a loud
voice, Fear God and give glory to him, for
the hour of his judgment is come.” And
another angel followed this one that had
the Gospel, saying—“Babylon is fallen, is
fallen.” Why? Because she hath made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication.

Immediately after this the Son of Man
was seen by John, sitting upon a white
cloud, coming in his glory and power to
destroy the nations of the earth. Here,
then, were three great events portrayed by
the ancient Apostle John, which should
take place just prior to and at the time of
the coming of the Son of Man. The Gospel
is to be brought by an angel. For whom?
For all people. Now, if there had been any
people, nation, kindred, or tongue, in any
part of the earth that had the Gospel, and
had the authority to administer its ordi-
nances, there would be no necessity for
this angel’s coming, all we would have had
to do, would be to hunt up that people,
and there, among them, we should have
found Apostles, Prophets, revelators,
and men having power to call upon
God, and get revelation; and then persons
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