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the time when they would no longer be

husband and wife? Never. When did

the Lord give the commandment to be

fruitful and multiply, etc.? He gave it to

them as immortal beings. Supposing it

had been possible for Adam and Eve, be-

fore they fell, to have had children, what

kind of children would they have been?

Would mortal children have descended

from immortality without any transgres-

sion? Would people of flesh and blood

and bones come into the world from im-

mortal parents? No. We must suppose,

then, that when God said to Adam and

Eve, "be fruitful and multiply" that he

spoke to them as beings that were not

fallen.

Perhaps you may enquire, how long

would they have multiplied and fulfilled

this commandment? I answer, as long

as eternity endures. Can you tell how

long that will be? "Do you mean to say

there would be no end to their increase?"

None at all. If they had fulfilled that

great commandment, and hadmultiplied

their posterity, their children would have

been immortal, as well as the parents,

and there never would have been a pe-

riod throughout all the endless ages of

eternity but what they would have con-

tinued to increase their children—their

own sons and daughters.

Perhaps you may say—"I really

thought that mankind now, over the

face of the earth, were fulfilling that

great first commandment." You have

been highly mistaken; we have not one

of us fulfilled it. "Do you mean to say

that all these people here who have been

married and have multiplied sons and

daughters throughout all this Territory,

have not been fulfilling the command

given to Adam?" Not one pair of us, we

were not in a condition to do it; we shall

be by and by, however, when we get our

immortal bodies, as Adam had his. But

while we are here, we are permitted to

multiply—what? Poor, weak, pusillani-

mous, fallen, sickly bodies, calculated to

last at the longest, seventy, eighty, or a

hundred years, and then crumble back to

their mother earth. Are you going to sub-

stitute such an offspring as this to fulfill

the great first commandment that was

given to immortal man? Oh no, the Lord

will accept no such substitution as this.

But how can we fulfil the command-

ment then? I will tell you how—be mar-

ried for all eternity, as your first parents

were, and then, when you come up in

the morning of the first resurrection, and

God again restores to you your bodies,

male and female, you can fulfil that com-

mandment that was given in the begin-

ning, to the first immortal pair.

Shall we continue to multiply

through all eternity? Yes; there never

will be a time when those who are really

married for eternity will cease to multi-

ply their species, not children subject to

pain, disease and death, but children of

immortality. Millions on millions will be

multiplied, worlds without end, by each

pair of immortal parents, and their chil-

dren will be as immortal as themselves.

Then the commandment will be fulfilled.

Perhaps some of you may say—"Your

remarks explain a certain passage we

have often read, the 11th chapter of

Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians,

and 11th verse, which says—'Neither

is the man without the woman in the

Lord, neither is the woman without the

man in the Lord.' We never knew

what that meant before, but it seems

that you Latter-day Saints have got a

clue to it." It seems then that if we

wish to fulfil the object of our creation,

and if we are truly in the Lord, then


