
upon the earth; I say that, instead of send-
ing them all to an endless hell, God has 
made provisions that the living may act for 
and in behalf of the dead. The ordinances 
thus attended to here on the earth in behalf 
of the dead, will be recorded and sealed 
here by proper authority; and what is thus 
recorded and sealed here will be recorded 
and sealed in the heavens in behalf of those 
individuals; and if those spirits who are in 
prison and in the eternal worlds will repent 
when the Gospel is taken to them, they can 
have the benefit of the ordinances adminis-
tered for and in their behalf here, and they 
will have part in the first resurrection.

Then again, if baptism for the dead is 
true, every other divine ordinance is equal-
ly true and necessary for the dead, for one 
is just as consistent as the other. The lay-
ing on of hands in confirmation upon a 
person that is living here in the flesh, for 
and in behalf of those who are in their 
graves, is just as consistent as baptism for 
the dead.

Again, if our fathers and mothers, 
grandfathers and grandmothers, have died 
without being married by divine author-
ity, the same authority that would cause 
a people to act for the dead in relation to 
baptism, would cause them to act for and 
in behalf of the dead in relation to their 
marriage ceremonies too. Such a plan gives 
them all a chance. For there are no marry-
ings, nor baptisms, nor confirmations, in 
and after the resurrection. The resurrected 
dead can do none of these things; but if 
it is done here for them, and they will ac-
cept of it, it will be acknowledged in the 
heavens. Hence, here is another peculiar-
ity of the Latter-day Saints pertaining to  
the Temple, the house of the Lord to be 
built in the tops of the mountains in the 
latter days, as Isaiah says in the second

chapter—“Many people shall say, Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us of his ways, that we may walk 
in his paths.” A Temple, therefore, instead 
of being a place for teaching and preach-
ing, is a place for the administration of 
holy ordinances.

Another question. A great many have 
wondered why so many people in the 
eastern, southern and middle States have 
been stirred up for a number of years past 
in searching out their ancestors. Now the 
Lord does a great many things unknown 
to the people, and this is one of them. 
The people do not know why they are 
interested in their ancestry, but they are 
wrought upon by some invisible opera-
tion, and they feel very anxious to know 
about their progenitors. I think that some 
four hundred different families have al-
ready got extended family records, trac-
ing their ancestry back from generation to 
generation to the first settlements of the 
New England States, and then back into 
Old England if it is possible, to make out 
the connection. Do they know what they 
are doing this for? No; they feel wrought 
upon, that is all they know about it. Now 
I will tell you why it is, for a great many of 
the people in this congregation, and many 
who are scattered through the villages, 
towns and settlements in this Territory, 
emigrated from the New England States, 
and they had fathers and mothers, grand-
fathers and grandmothers, and ancestors, 
now in their graves, who were just as pure, 
upright, virtuous and honest in their feel-
ings as we their children are. Now we are 
going to act for them. We have not time 
to search up all these genealogies, but all 
we have to do is to go and get the books 
which the Lord has wrought upon them  
to get up, containing the names of hun-
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