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dreds and thousands of the dead, and we

will receive baptism, confirmation and

marriage for eternity, and all the ordi-

nances of the Gospel for them, that they,

if they will receive what is done for them,

may come forth in the resurrection, and

inherit all that their children will in-

herit. Why? Because they were worthy

of it. Our pilgrim fathers were a good

people, just as worthy as we are, but un-

fortunately they did not happen to live in

the time that God has set for establish-

ing his kingdom on the earth, and send-

ing his angels from the heavens.

Thus you see that this Gospel reaches

after the dead as well as the living. Our

Savior set the example in regard to this

matter, for we are told that when his

body lay in the tomb, his spirit was

not idle; and instead of going off into

the heavens and sitting down there for

three days and three nights in perfect

idleness, he had something to do, and

while his body lay in the tomb, his

spirit went and opened the prison doors

in which were confined those who were

drowned in the flood. What! Were they

in prison? Yes. Did Jesus truly visit

them? Yes. Did he preach to them?

Yes. Where have we this recorded? In

Peter's declaration. He says that, "Je-

sus was put to death in the flesh, but

quickened in the spirit, by which he also

went and preached to the spirits which

were in prison, which sometime were

disobedient when once the long-suffering

of God waited in the days of Noah,

while the ark was preparing." Oh in-

deed; He went to those old antediluvians

then, that had not received their resur-

rection, and preached to them. What

did he preach to them? The follow-

ing verses tell us what he preached.

What would you think he preached?

Says one—"If he followed the ex-

amples of our sectarian preachers, he

would go and tell them that their doom

was irrevocably fixed, that they were

cast down to prison, never to be recov-

ered; that as the tree falls so it lies, and

that there was no hope in their case."

Well, that was not the kind of preaching

that Jesus did to the antediluvian spir-

its. "For, for this cause," says Peter, "was

the Gospel preached to them that are

dead, that they might be judged accord-

ing to men in the flesh, and live accord-

ing to God in the spirit." Though they

were in the spirit world, without any

bodies, yet they had the privilege of hear-

ing the same Gospel that Jesus preached

to those here in the flesh. They could re-

pent, for that is an act of the mind; they

could believe in Jesus, for that is also an

act of the mind; but the spirits could not

be baptized, for that is an act of the body,

it is something that pertains to this life.

Jesus could preach repentance to them,

he could preach the same Gospel to those

antediluvians that he had preached to

men in the flesh, and they could then be

judged according to men in the flesh, and

live according to God in the spirit. Men

in the flesh could be baptized for them,

and they could come forth and receive all

the blessings of those who received the

Gospel in the flesh.

There are a few more remarks which

I would like to make, if time will per-

mit, upon a subject which grows out

of this eternal marriage or union be-

tween the male and the female. For

instance, here is a good young man

who courts up a wife in the kingdom

of God. He says to her, "Let us go

and be married for time and all eter-

nity, according to the requirements of

heaven." Very well; they are agreed in

it; they attend to the ordinance, and it

is sealed upon their heads and recorded


