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for their benefit. We will say that, in

the course of two or three months after

this marriage, some accident befalls the

wife and she dies. They loved each other

and were married for all eternity, and he

mourns over the fact that in his youth,

in the very prime of his manhood, he is

left alone, a widower. Now is it right for

him to marry another wife after having

been married to one for time and for all

eternity? Is it right for him again to re-

ceive a young lady for a wife? "Oh, yes,"

you answer, "it is perfectly right, because

that would not be living with two on the

earth at the same time." Very well, he

goes and marries again; and now the

question arises, suppose that they only

marry for time, or until death shall part

them—we will suppose this, because the

man already has a wife on the other side

of the veil—what is to become of the

second wife in the morning of the res-

urrection? Can you answer that ques-

tion? If he only marries her for time,

she has no husband when the resurrec-

tion comes. Perhaps she is just as good

a woman as the wife the man married

first for all eternity. What are you go-

ing to do with her? Shall she be left in a

condition where she can have no poster-

ity, no endless increase, no kingdom in

connection with a husband, and no hus-

band? Shall she be left throughout all

the future ages of eternity without any

such privilege, while the first wife, no

better than she is, is married for all eter-

nity, and inherits all the blessings aris-

ing therefrom? Would not there be par-

tiality in this? There certainly would.

How are you going to remedy this? We

answer, when this widower takes this

second wife, let her also be married to

him for time and all eternity, the same

as the first; then, by and by, when the

resurrection comes, there come up the

two women. What will you do then?

This introduces plurality into the next

life, does it not? Polygamists in the next

world? It certainly does; and these two

women, both having received this man

as their husband for all eternity, one of

them will now be in just as good a condi-

tion as the other.

Let this principle be extended. There

are some cases in life where two women

might die, and a man be still left in

his young days without a wife, and he

marries a third and perhaps a fourth;

in the resurrection they are contempo-

raneously his wives. Plurality, there-

fore, would be perfectly consistent in the

world to come, but, "Oh," says a sectar-

ian, "how awful it is in this world!"

Thus you see that the very moment

we admit the eternity of marriage, the

very moment that we admit that Adam

and Eve were immortal beings, when

they were married, and we undertake

to follow that pattern, plurality neces-

sarily comes along; either marriage has

no bearing upon eternity, and no bear-

ing upon immortality and immortal be-

ings, or else plurality of wives necessar-

ily must exist in eternity.

Says one—"Turn it about the other

way, then we shall have plurality of hus-

bands." Let me say to the congregation

that the object of marriage is to fulfill

the commandment which God gave to

immortal beings. Could a woman multi-

ply faster by having two husbands? Ev-

erybody knows that in this respect there

is a difference between the male and

the female. In this life, at any rate,

if one woman had two husbands, in-

stead of making her more fruitful, the

probability is that it would prevent her

raising any offspring at all; and if she

did, how would the father be known?

And hence, God has strictly forbidden, in


