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will lead to. By and by they may

have a blending of Church and State;

and no one must believe anything,

unless it be doctrines or creeds got

up by the State, or by Congress, or

by some legislative body; and every-

body must bow to that, or be fined,

or imprisoned, or be burned, butchered,

or hung.

That our great, and free country may

never be afflicted with such a species of

despotism, is my most earnest prayer.

Amen.
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I will read a few verses in the latter

part of the fourth and in the forepart of

the fifth chapters of Paul's first epistle

to the Thessalonians. [The speaker read

from the 13th verse of the 4th chapter, to

the 6th verse of the 5th, both inclusive.]

I have read these few passages of

Scripture relating to the great day of

the coming of our Lord, according as

it is predicted by the mouth of the an-

cient Apostle, and also concerning a very

important event which will then hap-

pen, namely, the resurrection of the righ-

teous dead—those who are in Christ;

and also another event closely connected

with the resurrection—namely, the as-

cension of the Saints then living upon

the earth, to meet the Lord at his com-

ing. These events are looked for by

most of the Christian world, indeed

we may say that all the Christian world,

who do not spiritualize the Scriptures,

are looking for events similar to those

here described. They believe, according

to the New Testament, that there is a

time fixed in the mind of the Almighty,

when the heavens shall be parted as

a scroll is parted when it is rolled up,

and that the heavens, invisible to us

now, will be unveiled before the eyes of

all people; that the armies of heaven,

the spirits of just men made perfect,

through obedience to the law of God,

will be revealed; that the angels who

stand in authority in the presence of God

and do his bidding, will also be num-

bered with that great company which

will be revealed from the heavens. We

also believe, and so do the inhabitants

of the Christian world at large, that


