RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

of the Son of God is to be unveiled; if
the glory of his countenance is to out-
shine the sun in his strength; if he is
to come in flaming fire, while the very
heavens themselves shall shake by his
power, and the earth reel to and fro like a
drunken man, the mountain themselves,
feeling his power, are sunk and the val-
leys are raised up; if all these grand
events are to attend the second advent
of the Son of God, is it unreasonable that
he should raise up a great Prophet in
the latter days to make preparations for
so great an event? Or will he let the
world pass on in blindness and darkness
without any signs of the times, without
any warning voice, without any inspired
man sent of God to wake them up from
their condition, and to prepare the way
for his coming? To me it looks consis-
tent and reasonable that such a prepara-
tory work should be sent forth among
the children of men, and it looked con-
sistent to the ancient inspired writers,
hence they have left an abundance of tes-
timony on record in this good book (the
Bible) concerning this preparatory work.

One of the means which God will use
to prepare the way before his second
coming, is to send angels from heaven
with a proclamation, not to benefit a
few individuals, not for one nation alone,
but to all the inhabitants of our globe,
and that too before he comes. Do you
want to know where this prediction is
recorded? Let me refer you to the four-
teenth chapter of the revelations given
to St. John on Patmos. Did St. John
behold, in vision, the coming of the Son
of God? He did. How does he de-
scribe it in that fourteenth chapter? He
said, as you will find by reading the
chapter through, that he saw one sit-
ting on a white cloud, having a sharp
sickle in his hand. He had reference to
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the time when Jesus should come in the
clouds of heaven; however, before John
saw the personage sitting on the cloud,
he saw a preparatory work commence,
as it is declared in the sixth verse, in
which the Prophet says—"I saw another
angel fly in the midst of heaven, hav-
ing the everlasting Gospel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, unto ev-
ery nation and kindred and tongue and
people,” declaring that the hour of God's
judgment was come.

Now if that angel does not come and
bring the Gospel, then the Son of Man
will not come; no trumpet will sound and
call forth the nations of the righteous
from their sleeping tombs; there will be
no destroying the wicked as stubble from
the face of the earth; no shaking of the
heavens and causing the earth to trem-
ble and to remove to and fro. None of
these events will transpire if no angel
comes, for one is just as certain as the
other; and to show that one is to pre-
cede the other, there must be a time for
this everlasting Gospel to be preached to
every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple after the angel appears with it. That
will take some length of time, however
rapidly it may go forth, for the mere
preaching of the Gospel would be of no
benefit, unless there were persons autho-
rized to administer its ordinances. The
angel might preach, but who could obey
it? No one. It is true that we might re-
pent if we heard the angel proclaim it
by his own voice, as he flew from na-
tion to nation and from kingdom to king-
dom; and we might also believe in Je-
sus Christ, but how could we be baptized
for the remission of our sins? Would the
angel come down from heaven and take
every believing penitent person and bap-
tize him himself? How long would it take
an angel to go over all the nations and



