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we are with all our imperfections, that

have come because of the fall, are go-

ing to associate with those high and ex-

alted beings that dwell in the presence

of God in the eternal worlds? Are we to

be gathered with them?" Yes. Why not

be with them? If our hearts are pure

as their hearts are pure, if we have re-

ceived and obeyed the truth, and have

been sanctified by it, shall we not have

boldness in that day? Or shall we hang

down our heads, and shrink with shame,

before the face of Him who sits upon his

throne. If we have received the truth

we shall look upon the face of our Re-

deemer with all the joy that we look

upon the face of a kind and benevolent

parent here on the earth. There will

be no fear, no shrinking, but we shall

feel that he is indeed our Redeemer and

that we are his sons and his daughters,

and that, having obeyed his doctrine,

we are prepared to associate with him

and to dwell in his presence. Oh, how

happy the ancient Apostles were when

they saw their risen Redeemer! There

was no shrinking. They were out fish-

ing on a certain time, and when they had

learned that their Redeemer was on the

shore, and calling to them, they could

not wait for the ship to reach the shore,

but they must plunge into the sea, to

try and get there as soon as possible.

Their Redeemer was there, and instead

of shrinking they were eager to behold

him once more. Then, do not, for a mo-

ment, suppose that the people of God

who keep his commandments and live in

the latter days, in the great and grand

dispensation of gathering, will shrink

when the heavens shall unveil the face

of the Son of God. They will be prepared

to take these resurrected beings by the

hand, and they will go forth and salute

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, for they

are in the kingdom of God. Jesus said, al-

though they were polygamists, that they

are in the kingdom of God. We shall be

very glad, in the day when the heavenly

hosts are revealed to men, to take them

by the hand and to sit down with them,

as Jesus has said—"Many shall come

from the east and from the west, and

shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven." It

will be some pleasure then to be in the

company of polygamists, will it not?

Now, as I go along with item after

item of the work preparatory to the com-

ing of the Savior, I want to ask what the

belief of this people is, and whether we

are or are not fulfilling the word of the

Lord which I have quoted? Joseph Smith

brought forth the Book of Mormon—the

Lord calls it the everlasting Gospel, be-

cause it is the same Gospel which Jesus

himself preached to the ancient inhabi-

tants of this continent, and to the people

who dwelt anciently on the continent of

Asia. It was brought forth in these lat-

ter days by his power, by an angel sent

from heaven, and revealed to this gener-

ation. And have missionaries been sent

forth? Yes. What for? To carry this Book

of Mormon, containing the everlasting

Gospel, to every nation, kindred, tongue

and people. And these missionaries, as

far as time would permit, have fulfilled

the missions that were given unto them.

We first began to preach this Gospel

in the little town where this Church

was organized with six members only,

on the 6th day of April, 1830. A few

missionaries then began to teach in the

neighborhood, next in the county, next

in the adjoining county, next in the

adjoining States, next in the adjoin-

ing Territories, next in British Amer-

ica, and finally across the great ocean

among the European nations. Have


