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live so as to know the mind and will

of the Lord than it is the duty of my

brethren, the rest of the Twelve. I say

the rest of the Twelve, because I am the

President of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles on the earth, and the only one

that the Lord has ever acknowledged. It

is true that Thomas B. Marsh was once

President, but the Lord never acknowl-

edged any man by revelation as Presi-

dent of that Quorum but myself. At the

death of Joseph I stepped out from that

position in the advance, according to the

organization of the Church, for the sake

of preserving the flock of God, but not

according to my wishes, nor the desire

of my heart, but it was my duty. When

I heard of the Prophet's death I said—

"What will become of the people? What

will the Saints do now that the Prophet

has gone?" It was my whole desire to pre-

serve the sheep of the flock of God, and it

is so today. Brother Kimball also stepped

into the first Presidency, and we called

others and ordained them to take our

place for the time being, that the Church

might be fully organized, and we expect

to ordain more when we feel like it; but

because a man is ordained an Apostle

it does not prove that he belongs to the

Quorum of the Apostles. I just mention

this that you may understand it.

Now, in regard to the Twelve Apos-

tles, it is their imperative duty to live

so that they will know the mind and

will of the Lord concerning them in the

discharge of their duties as a quorum,

and also as individuals; and they are

under just the same obligations to live

so as to enjoy the spirit of revelation

that I am. And so it is with the Sev-

enties, the High Priests, the Elders and

the Bishops. It is the imperative duty

of a Bishop—called to preside over a

ward—to live so that he will know the

mind and will of God concerning his

ward just as much as I do concerning this

people. But when Bishops say they are

willing to do as brother Brigham says,

and that is the end of their researches to

know the mind and will of the Lord, they

will always be making mistakes, always

doing something that they will regret;

they will neglect their duty here and

there, and when they make amove it will

not be right unless brother Brigham is

there to tell them the words they should

say and the acts they should perform;

and hence the necessity of them living

day by day so that they will know the

mind and will of the Lord for themselves.

And so you may follow on through ev-

ery quorum there is in the Church, not

only Seventies, High Priests, Elders and

Bishops, but also the Priests, Teachers

and Deacons, who administer to the peo-

ple in going from house to house. It is

their duty to live so that they know and

understand the mind and will of the Lord

concerning the people to whom they ad-

minister, as much as it is mine to know

the mind and will of the Lord concern-

ing the entire people. And it is the duty

of every father and mother to live so

that they may have the mind and will

of the Lord concerning their duties to

their families. If they are not called to

exercise the priesthood which they hold,

more than to administer to their chil-

dren, it is their duty to live so as to

know how to teach, lead and advise their

children; and if they are disposed they

may have the privilege, for it is God's

mind and will that they should know

just what to do for them when they are

sick. Instead of calling for a doctor you

should administer to them by the lay-

ing on of hands and anointing with oil,

and give them mild food, and herbs, and


