
the enemy. Now what is my duty? I say 
that after eating my fifteen or twenty cent 
breakfast, if I have a hundred dollars that 
I can afford to spend therein, my duty is 
to give the residue towards sustaining the 
poor, building Temples, schoolhouses, 
sustaining the teachers, maintaining the 
orphan child, so that it may have an ed-
ucation, sending an Elder to preach the 
Gospel, and sustaining his family while he 
is away, or something or other that will ad-
vance the kingdom of God upon the earth.

Or again, suppose I say to a tailor—“I 
have some grey cloth, and I want you to 
make me a coat just according to my own 
notions.” “Very well, what will you have?” 
“I want you to make the coat of this grey 
cloth, and I want you to take this piece 
of blue cloth and cut it into narrow strips 
about a third of an inch wide, and strip my 
coat all around, and ring it around, and 
put a puff here and another there, and I 
want homemade epaulets on, and I want 
you to put fifteen or twenty dollars worth 
of work on this coat,” most of which, after 
all, is of not the least use in the world. 
Am I justified in doing this, and shall I or 
shall I not, have to give an account of thus 
spending my means and using the time of 
the tailor for naught? I think I shall, and I 
may say, as far as I am concerned, I know 
I shall have to give an account. But the 
people do not think of this.

Now, then, leaving the useless things 
which the brethren use—tea, coffee, tobac-
co, beer, whiskey, etc., I will allude to some 
that the sisters use and wear, such as tea, cof-
fee, snuff, tobacco, opium, and then the ruf-
fles, bows, puffs, trimmings, and this, that, 
and the other that they wear on their dresses 
that are useless. What shall we do in regard 
to these things? My senses tell me that the

children of Zion should forsake every 
needless fashion and custom which they 
now practice. My wives dress very plainly, 
but I sometimes ask them the utility of 
some of the stripes and puffs which I see on 
their dresses. I remember asking a lady this 
question once, and enquired if they kept 
the bed bugs and flies away. Well, if they 
do that they are very useful; but if they do 
not, what use are they? None whatever. 
Now, some ladies will buy a cheap dress, 
say a cheap calico, and they will spend 
from five to fifteen dollars worth of time in 
making it up, which is wasting so much of 
the substance which God has given them 
on the lust of the eye, and which should 
be devoted to a better purpose. I have 
had an observation made to me which I 
believe I will relate; I never have done it, 
but I believe I will now. It has been said to 
me—“Yes, brother Brigham, we have seen 
ladies go to parties in plain, homemade 
cloth dresses, but every man was after the 
girls who had on a hundred dollars worth 
of foll-the-roll, and they would dance with 
every woman and girl except the one in a 
plain dress, and they would let her stay by 
the wall the whole evening.” It may be in 
some cases, but should not be. It adds no 
beauty to a lady, in my opinion, to adorn 
her with fine feathers. When I look at a 
woman, I look at her face, which is com-
posed of her forehead, cheeks, nose, mouth 
and chin, and I like to see it clean, her hair 
combed neat and nice, and her eyes bright 
and sparkling; and if they are so, what do 
I care what she has on her head, or how 
or of what material her dress is made? Not 
the least in the world. If a woman is clean 
in person, and has on a nice clean dress, 
she looks a great deal better when washing 
her dishes, making her butter or cheese, or
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