PRESENT REVELATION, ETC.

sweeping her house, than those who, as
I told them in Provo, walked the streets
with their spanker jib flying. It adds no
beauty to a lady or gentleman to have
a great many frills on their dresses or
coats; beauty must be sought in the ex-
pression of the countenance, combined
with neatness and cleanliness and grace-
ful manners. All the beauty which na-
ture bestows is exhibited, let the dress
be ever so plain, if the wearer of it be
only neat and comely. Do not fine feath-
ers look well? Yes, they are very pretty,
but they look just as well on these dolls,
these fixed up machines which they have
in the stores, as anywhere else; they cer-
tainly add nothing to the beauty of a lady
or gentleman, so far as I ever saw.

Now, then, labor is our capital, and
the source and creator of all the wealth
that we possess; and I feel it a duty to
say to the sisters as well as the brethren,
that we must stop the course that has
been so generally pursued among the
Latter-day Saints, of spending time and
means for nothing. I will mention one ar-
ticle to illustrate, and that is the sewing
machine. A sewing machine that costs
twenty-two dollars to manufacture, we
pay one hundred and twenty-five dollars
for; for one that costs fourteen dollars to
manufacture, we pay eighty-five dollars;
and for one that costs sixteen dollars, we
pay one hundred. And then, when a man
gets his wife a sewing machine, she will
spend from five to fifteen dollars worth
of time in making a dress. This is wast-
ing time; and we want the brethren and
sisters to understand that when they
waste time, they are wasting the cap-
ital stock which God has given them
to improve upon here upon the earth.
Says one—"I have nothing to do." You
very easily can have if you wish for it.
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Now for the men. I have been into
houses which have not had the least con-
venience for the women, not so much as
a bench to set their water pails on, and
they have to set them on the floor, and
yet their husbands will sit there year af-
ter year, and never make so much im-
provement as a bench to set the pail on.
Yet they have the ability, but they will
not exercise it. They ought to make every
hour of the day useful, and if they have
nothing else to do, they should spend
their time in making improvements in
and around their homes. They might fix
the garden fence, hoe the garden, set out
trees and cultivate and attend to them,
fix the yard and make it look neater, fix
up the house and make it more conve-
nient for the wives and the children. A
certain portion of the time should also
be spent in storing their minds with use-
ful knowledge, reading the Bible, Book of
Mormon, and other Church works, and
histories, scientific works and other use-
ful books. I have seen people live year
after year in a log house, with never so
much as a nail to hang a broom on, and
the broom is first in one corner and then
in another, on the floor or out of doors.
Never had a place to put the dishcloth
in, or to hang it on, and it would be—
"Susan, where is the dishcloth?" or—
"Sally," or "Peggy, where is the broom?"
"T don't know, there is no place for the
broom;" and a man living there year af-
ter year, who never seemed to wake up
the senses in him enough to drive a peg
into the crack of a log to have a place
to hang a broom or a dishcloth on, or
to make a bench for a water or a milk
pail. I have seen such men, year af-
ter year, without a chair in their houses;
and if you ask them why they do not
go to work and make some chairs they
will say—"We don't know how." Then



