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why not go to work and learn? Do as

I did when I went to learn the carpen-

ter and joiner's trade. The first job my

boss gave me was to make a bedstead

out of an old log that had been on the

beach of the Lake for years, waterlogged

and water soaked. Said he—"There are

tools, you cut that log into right lengths

for a bedstead. Hew out the side rails,

the end rails and the posts; get a board

for a head board, and go to work and

make a bedstead." And I went to work

and cut up the log, split it up to the best

of my ability, and made a bedstead that,

I suppose, they used for many years. I

would go to work and learn to make a

washboard, and make a bench to put the

wash tub on, and to make a chair. This

is spending time usefully; but when we

spend our time for naught we waste that

which God has given us as our capital

stock with which to make ourselves use-

ful in life, and to give to our fellow beings

that which belongs to them.

Now, we want the sisters, as well as

the brethren, to use their capital stock

to the very best advantage. And we

wish them to make their own fashions

in regard to dress; but if they will not

do that, then copy the fashions of Baby-

lon only so far as they are useful; then

stop, go no further, and sustain and up-

hold trade with the outside world only so

far as it is really necessary. If the sis-

ters remain with us they will do as they

are told; and if they do this we say—

You are at perfect liberty to go and re-

new your covenants by baptism; but if

you will not live according to the instruc-

tions that are given, we object to you re-

newing your covenants; we do not wish

you to say one thing and do another.

We shall require the sisters to take

hold and do something for themselves.

Where does our knitting come from?

Everybody goes to the store to buy knit-

ted goods; but this is not right, we ought

to knit our own stockings. If the sis-

ters want some little hoods or jackets for

their children they go to the store for

them, they are very cheap there. Yet

we raise the best of wool here, and we

are spinning it just as nice as in any

factory in the world. We have knitting

machines and all the material necessary,

and we have also the ability to knit or

weave all the hoods, jackets, drawers,

undershirts, etc., that we need; and if

the sisters will do their duty, they will

do their own knitting and prepare this

Fall to raise silk another year. I have

been at thousands of dollars expense in

encouraging the people here to raise silk,

but they do not do it, and in this respect,

as in many others, they have neglected

their duty, for it is their duty to take

hold of this industry. The sisters will

say to their husbands—"I want so and so,

and I want you to give me the money to

buy it." Instead of this, I say, let the sis-

ters go to work and raise some silk, and

this will find them and their children

profitable employment. If you have not

got any mulberry trees, plant out some

immediately, they are here by the hun-

dreds and thousands in nurseries, and

as soon as possible raise silk, and that

when raised and thoroughly cured, will

bring the money. Then you can raise the

money, without having to call on your

husbands. Now if a man buys a sewing

machine for his wife, she wants a hired

girl to run it; at least, I will say that

some women take this course, and they

spend their time uselessly and waste the

capital stock which God has given them.

This is the course that some pursue in-

stead of doing good. We want a turn-

ing point to arrive for women of this

class, and for all to be guided in their


