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off from the Church as unworthy of fel-

lowship. And now, after so many years

travail, are we to continue and fellow-

ship all these evils? No, no, we cannot

do it, and God will not do it; and if we

carry them along with us, we shall not

enter into the celestial kingdom of God.

Now then, with regard to this union

of property, what is it? Why, it is some-

thing to draw the people nearer together,

to prepare them for future developments.

What is the Order? Well, we, here,

have thought proper, at the suggestion of

President Young, to act as stewards over

our own property. In some places where

there is not so much property as here,

it might be better to pursue another

course; but as to that, no matter if our

hearts are together, and we do what we

do in all sincerity before God. What we

are after is to give our hearts to God, to

renew our covenants, and then be one in

our temporal affairs; and this is to be un-

der the direction of the living Priesthood,

and not under any particular dead letter.

Here is a certain form that everybody

ought to submit to; every man and every

woman in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints ought to be governed

by these rules, and we know it in our

hearts. I mean when they refer partic-

ularly to our morals. When we come to

other points, that is a matter of judg-

ment and principle that we want to be

governed by as the law of God. We have

an organization here in the Church of Je-

sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and it is

one of the most perfect that ever existed

on the earth. And how is it organized?

Why, we have the Presidency, with Pres-

ident Young at the head, as the mouth-

piece of God to this people. That is the

way that we Latter-day Saints profess

to believe in him, whether we do so or

not; and if we do not believe it then

we are acting the hypocrite. Then come

the Twelve, then the High Priests, Bish-

ops, Seventies, High Councils, Bishops'

Councils, Elders, Priests, Teachers and

Deacons, all organized by the Almighty.

Now, then, do I believe that the Lord

Almighty directs President Young? I do,

with all my heart. Do you believe it?

That is the question. Do you believe that

he and his first council have the right to

dictate and manage all affairs pertain-

ing to the temporal and spiritual inter-

ests of the Church and kingdom of God

upon the earth? I believe it, do you?

These are questions that we want to put

to ourselves fairly and frankly and hon-

estly, without any equivocation or reser-

vation, for this is really a part of the or-

der of God.

Now then come the Twelve and all

the other authorities. We believe that

they are ordained of God, that they are

part of his economy and government,

all these various quorums as they ex-

ist on the earth, and that, by and by,

when we get through in this world, we

shall all assume our proper position and

proper Priesthood, with Joseph Smith at

the head of this dispensation, and that

we shall be associated there with that

Priesthood that we have been connected

with here. Now, then, we do not want to

be playing fast and loose, part God, part

the world, part the devil, part the Lord's

way and part our way, and everyman fol-

lowing the devices and desires of his own

heart. We have come under the govern-

ment of God, and God expects our strict,

full, implicit and unequivocal obedience

in all particulars. God says, "Give me

thy heart." We have covenanted long ago

to do this, and this is simply a renewal

of this covenant, and of many covenants


