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that we have entered into in relation to

these matters. Is it a sacrifice? Are

we doubtful and fearful about this, that,

and the other? What have we to sacri-

fice? What hold have we upon this earth?

What hold have we upon any property

on this earth? It may be said to us as

it was to a man who said—"I have much

goods laid up for many years, soul take

thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry;"

it may be said to us as it was said to

him—"Thou fool, this night thy soul is

required of thee," and then whose will

these be? What have we that we did not

get from God? I have heard President

Young say that there is not one solitary

thing that he has—wife, dollar, horse,

carriage, or property of any kind that he

did not receive from God. Have any of

us got anything that we did not receive

from him? Not a penny. Can we keep

anything any longer than the Lord has

a mind to permit us? Not one moment

longer. In his hands are the issues of life

and death, and the only hope we have is

to be one with God, with the Priesthood

upon the earth, that is connected with

the Priesthood in the heavens, that we

may unite in a phalanx with them, with

God, with the Patriarchs and Prophets,

with all good men that have ever lived,

that we may form a cemented united

body with them in the accomplishment

of the purposes of God, for the bringing

of salvation to the world in which we live,

for the redemption of the living and the

dead, for the spreading forth of truth,

the establishing of correct principles, the

building up of the kingdom of God, the

building of Temples; and then when we

get through here, that wemay unite with

them in the celestial kingdom of our Fa-

ther.

These are some of the ideas that

we believe in, in relation to these mat-

ters, and the thing that is now proposed

is very simple and straightforward. The

President has said that there are many

men in this city and elsewhere who want

to know whom they shall place over their

affairs; they cannot tell. Well, what

then? Why those who cannot do that,

let them unite together in a united or-

der similar to that which is spoken of, as

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants ex-

presses it—though it varies a little from

that form here—and lay it at the Apos-

tles' feet, and let the Bishop give them

their inheritances. Here another thing is

contemplated, here we are stewards over

our own property; and you have heard

read that the avails of that system, after

supplying the families, are to be under

the direction of the board of directors, to

say what shall be done with them. Then

again, if there is extravagance in fami-

lies, in dress, eating or in living of any

kind, no matter what it may be, we want

that checked, we do not want the Saints

to be extravagant; we do not want to do

anything that God does not want us to

do, and no good Saint, man or woman,

wants to do what God does not want. All

such feel like one of old—Oh, God, search

me and try me, and prove me, and if

there is any way of wickedness in me, ex-

hibit it to me; let me see it that I may

bid it adieu, and let me be a good Saint;

let me live in the enjoyment of thy favor

and let the light of the Holy Ghost and

of revelation rest upon me; let me be in

favor with God and my brethren and all

good men, and then when I get through,

receive the reward of the just.

May God help us to appreciate

these privileges, and not think that

we are making sacrifices, for we are


