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merely seeking the guidance of the

Almighty to direct us in our tem-

poral affairs, that we may inherit

thrones, principalities, powers and

dominions in the eternal worlds, which

we never shall inherit unless we are one.

THE PLEASURE OF SERVING GOD—IMPORTANCE OF THE

GATHERING—NECESSITY OF OBEDIENCE TO THE

PRIESTHOOD.
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It is exceedingly interesting to me, as

I have no doubt it is to all Latter-day

Saints, to hear the Elders who have been

on missions bear a faithful testimony, on

their return, to the truth of the work

in which they have been engaged. It

is a tolerably easy matter to tell, in lis-

tening to them speaking, whether they

have been faithful or not in magnifying

their Priesthood and calling, for a man

who does not magnify his Priesthood,

and who is not faithful in the discharge

of the duties entrusted to him, generally

manifests it by the spirit which he pos-

sesses and with which he speaks. And so,

also, when men have been faithful and

have striven to magnify their calling, a

spirit and influence attend them that

bear testimony of their faithfulness. No

man can go out, ordained by those who

have the authority, in faith and in hu-

mility to preach the principles of the ev-

erlasting Gospel, however peculiar and

difficult the circumstances may be that

surround him, however great the trials

and the persecutions that he may have to

contend with, without receiving an unc-

tion from the Holy One, that will bear

testimony to him that the work in which

he is engaged is of God, and that he has

been called of God to declare the princi-

ples of life and salvation unto the peo-

ple among whom his lot may be cast.

There is this peculiarity and influence

about this work, there is the demon-

stration of the Holy Ghost, which de-

scends with convincing and overwhelm-

ing power upon all those who place them-

selves in a position to receive it; and

there is no labor under the sun, I care

not what it may be, or how pleasant

the circumstances that surround him,

at all comparable with the labor of an

Elder in this Church, who endeavors,

in humility and meekness, to magnify

his calling; there is no joy which a


