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human soul is capable of comprehend-

ing, that approaches the delight and the

satisfaction which laboring in the min-

istry of the Son of God confers upon him

who does so in faithfulness. He may be

destitute, he may be without purse and

scrip, as our Elders travel, he may be in

the midst of enemies, he may be haled to

prison, and treated with contumely, and

have all manner of evil heaped upon him;

but if he is faithful to God, if he is faith-

ful to his Priesthood, and magnifies it to

the extent of his ability, there is a power,

an influence, and a joy resting upon and

accompanying him, and filling him from

the crown of his head to the soles of his

feet, that are incomprehensible to those

who have not experienced them; and for

such a man to doubt that God is with

him, and that the work he is engaged in

is the work of God, would be as difficult

as to doubt that the sun's rays ever beam

upon him, or that there is no warmth or

light connected with them; in fact, such

a man could as easily doubt his own ex-

istence, and the testimony of every sense

that he possesses, as to doubt the testi-

mony of God which rests down upon him.

And these blessings are not confined

to those who go forth as missionaries,

but they extend themselves to all who

enter into covenant with God, take upon

them the name of Jesus Christ, and re-

solve in their hearts to repent of their

sins, and to tread humbly and meekly in

the path which the Savior has marked

out for all to walk in. They receive also,

according to the measure of their respon-

sibilities, and the position which they oc-

cupy, the same gifts and blessings, and

the same joy fills their hearts that does

the hearts of the faithful Elders.

When I listen to the Elders, as

we have today, speaking their experi-

ence, and relating that which they have

met with, and the joy they have had,

it has seemed to me that, if any of the

Elders, or if all the Elders, could com-

prehend this and enter into the spirit of

it, they would say that they would de-

vote themselves with all they possess,

with every feeling of their heart, with

every power of their mind, with all the

strength and the ability which God has

given them, to the rolling forth of his

work upon the face of the earth. But

the difficulty with us as individuals is,

that we are like the man of whom the

Apostle James speaks: we look in the

glass, we see ourselves, our features are

distinct to us, everything is plain to us,

we see the mirrored resemblance of our-

selves in the glass that we look upon,

but we turn away, and we speedily forget

what manner of men we are. And so it is

with many who are in this Church. They

have experienced joy, they have had tes-

timonies from God, they have had the

power and the gifts of God resting upon

them; but after a little while, coming in

contact with the world, and the spirit of

the world, they forget these things, the

remembrance of them fades away from

their minds and other things appear

more desirable to them. This is the dif-

ficulty that the servants of God have to

contend with in their ministering among

men. It would appear, looking at matters

naturally, that if men and women had

tasted the word of God, had received rev-

elation from God, had knowledge poured

into their souls concerning this being

the work of God, they would always be

faithful to the truth; but it is not so,

and this is evidence of the great power

which the adversary exercises over the

hearts of the children of men. Men may


