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we have to a certain extent yielded our-

selves willing captives and dupes to the

plots that have been undertaken in our

midst to destroy us. The fact that God

predicted, through the mouth of his ser-

vant Daniel, and through others, that

this kingdom should stand forever, has

seemingly lulled a great many to sleep

and caused them to think that we are

perfectly safe, and that no danger can

overtake us; and the fact also that we

have remained in these mountains, now,

for twenty-eight years without mobs,

and that so many of the people who

have grown up and have come here and

never knew anything about them, who

have joined the Church since the days of

mobocracy, these causes combined have

had the effect to cause a great many to

be very supine, and to imagine, appar-

ently, that we could not be disturbed, or

that our safety could not be endangered

by anything that might be done against

us. Hence, when the servant of God

has called upon us, and given us counsel

upon many points, we have not seemed

to understand the benefit of the counsel.

We are here in these mountains,

Latter-day Saints. We have made this

country, notwithstanding all that may be

said to the contrary, all that it is today.

Why, the very officials of this Territory

today may thank God that he raised up

Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, be-

cause if he had not done so there would

have been no governors, judges or other

federal officials of Utah Territory; there

would, in fact, have been no Territory of

Utah if it had not been for the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Men

may say what they please, but, every

thinking man in this country must ad-

mit that our settlement of this country

has forwarded settlement in the adjacent

Territories and States for more than a

quarter of a century. We have demon-

strated one great fact—that men can live

here, that fruit, corn and wheat, and all

the cereals which belong to this latitude

can be raised here by a judicious appli-

cation of water, combined with indus-

try and perseverance. We have demon-

strated this; it is no longer a problem as

to what this country can produce, hence

you now hear of agriculture in Montana,

Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado and Nevada;

but it is a very great query whether this

would have been the case for another

generation, at least, had it not been for

the Latter-day Saints. What could have

induced men to come here if they had

not been prompted by the feeling that

started us out? We had no place to go

to excepting this. We wanted the mean-

est and most undesirable part of the con-

tinent, so that our enemies would not

rob us of it, as soon as we had improved

it; and when we came here we hoped

we had reached a place where we could

live, at least for a time, undisturbed, un-

til we could increase and raise a genera-

tion who would be firm in the faith, and

be so numerous that they could carry

on the work whose foundations their fa-

thers had laid. We came here in that

spirit and with that view. Not to exclude

other men from the land that we had set-

tled; but to create homes, and a place to

which men and women of every nation

could come, and where they could wor-

ship God unmolested, as we desired to

worship him. We cared not what their

creed might be, or whether they were

Jews, Pagans, Muslims, or Christians.

We asked no man who came here to be-

lieve as we believed, and we had no dis-

position to deny them the rights that we

enjoyed because they did not believe as

we believed. It was in that spirit that

the foundation stones of this superstruc-


