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ture of government in Utah Territory
were laid. It was that here, not only
Latter-day Saints, but, as I have said,
men of every creed and clime might come
and worship God unmolested by their
neighbors.

But there were others who did not
feel as we felt, and they were determined
to curtail us of our privileges, and now
for years there has been a studied and
unrelenting effort to destroy the work
that we have done, and to strip us of all
the advantages we have gained by com-
ing here; to wrest from us by any means
that could be used, however despicable
and illegal, the power that God has given
us, and to which we are entitled under
the laws and constitution of our country.
There has been no concealment of these
designs, no attempt made to gloss them
over; they have been avowed, plainly
and publicly, to all the land and to all
the Latter-day Saints throughout these
mountains, that if they could get the
power to strip us of our rights they would
do it without any hesitation or compunc-
tions of conscience.

Now, my brethren and sisters, let me
ask you, this being the case, what is
our plain and bounden duty? It is to
preserve ourselves, not only for our own
sakes, not only for the sake of our chil-
dren, but for the sake of humanity ev-
erywhere, and for the sake of civil and
religious liberty, upon this land which
God has given to us. Many will pass
away after a little, and here are chil-
dren, and here are mankind, many of
whom, in witnessing the bold stand we
have taken, are anxious to see us pre-
serve ourselves and to see civil and re-
ligious liberty maintained by us on this
land. And we owe it to them, as well
as to posterity, that, by every means
in our power; we do preserve ourselves
and our liberties intact. If we do not,
we are recreant to our high trust, and
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to the high calling which we have re-
ceived from our Almighty Father. In do-
ing this, must we intrude upon others?
Is there any necessity for this? No; our
policy is not aggressive; the true policy
of the Latter-day Saints is a preserva-
tive and defensive policy; to preserve and
defend ourselves when we are attacked,;
not to be aggressive, not to intrude upon
others' rights, but to preserve our own
rights. Every man and woman belong-
ing to this community should therefore
keep constantly in mind that this is the
policy for which we should labor, and not
consult individual interests; not say—
"I can make one dollar or two dollars
by stepping aside from the policy that
has been marked out." Many so-called
Latter-day Saints have done this. We
have people among us who, if we may
judge by their actions, would sell every
liberty that God has given unto us for
a few dollars, and yet they call them-
selves Latter-day Saints. When coun-
sel has been given by President Brigham
Young—than whom a wiser counselor
does not live upon the face of the earth—
instead of accepting that counsel and
looking at it in its true light, in its ele-
vated light, there have been persons who
have looked at it from their picayunish
standpoint. They have asked—"How is
that counsel going to affect my individ-
ual interests?" And many have said by
their actions: "Now is my chance to make
money; while the bulk of the people are
obeying counsel, it will be to my advan-
tage to disobey it. I can make money by
so doing." And they have actually taken
advantage of the obedience of the peo-
ple to make money by their disobedience,
and yet have called themselves Latter-
day Saints! Is not this the case? Do you
not know it to be the case? And that



