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spirit has been spreading and diffusing

itself among this people, the example of

one encouraging another, until too many

have indulged in and given way to it,

to the injury of the cause of God. And

hence the leaders of this Church have

been so deeply impressed, of late, to go

forth and call upon this people to re-

pent and turn from their folly and lis-

ten to God's voice through his inspired

servant, lest He should send calamities

upon them; for it is plain to be seen, as

brother Squires said, except we are one

we are not Christ's, we are not God's,

and that union is the only principle upon

which we can be preserved. We have not

strength, we have not numbers, we have

not wealth, but we have union when we

choose to avail ourselves of it, and with

union there is strength, especially when

God has promised his blessings.

Now, can you not see, you Latter-day

Saints, how unwise it is for us to dis-

obey counsel, when that counsel is given

for the benefit of the whole people? This

man says—"I can gain some advantage

by disobeying that counsel;" this woman

says—"I can gain some advantage by go-

ing contrary to that counsel," not caring

anything as to what the results may be,

so that their little ends can be served

to some trifling extent, and being blind

to the fact that we must preserve our-

selves by looking after our own interests,

and taking care of the great work which

God has entrusted to us. Why, it took

all the eloquence of President Young for

years to cause this people to see that it

was not to their interest to sustain their

enemies, foster their enemies, feed their

enemies, take all their wealth and give

it to their enemies, and those enemies

plotting all the time against their liber-

ties and their lives, and avowing it pub-

licly and undisguisedly. Do you not re-

member, before cooperation was started,

how long and loud the President of this

Church and his counselors, and other

men, had to plead with the people to

get them to see this plain matter of self-

preserving policy? They could not see it,

that is, a great many could not see; and

when cooperation was suggested they

could not see that, and there are a great

many who cannot see it now, and who are

opposed to it in their hearts, and they

are opposed to everything that will bring

this people closer together, and make

them more one, and they fight it, and

they do not know the spirit that prompts

them. It is the same today respecting the

United Order; many seem to be blind,

they cannot understand what it is that

blinds them; but it is miserable selfish-

ness; they become so eager after money

that their judgment is beclouded. If we

were united, we could control things in

this country to an extent you have no

conception of, and we could become rich,

if riches were the desire of our hearts,

there is nothing to prevent us; if we will

be guided by the counsel of God's ser-

vants, we can have all the riches that

heart can desire. But our miserable,

shortsighted selfishness, that miserable,

contracted, narrow policy that is not of

God, blinds our eyes and darkens our un-

derstandings, and prevents us from see-

ing the true policy of building up the Zion

of God on the earth, and preserving the

liberty which God has given unto us.

God requires one thing of the peo-

ple called Latter-day Saints, and if they

will receive and obey that, everything

else will follow, and that is—to obey the

counsel of God's servants. If you will do

that, everything else will follow in the

train. And why should we not do so?


