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Have we not a leader whom God has
blessed as he has no other man of whom
we have any knowledge at present on the
earth? Look at what has been done! See
how God has prospered him and those
who have received his counsel! When-
ever he has told us to do anything, as
a people, and we have done it, God has
blessed us in its performance; and when-
ever the people, or a portion of them,
have disobeyed his counsel, they have
not been prospered. They have invari-
ably lost the spirit and gone into dark-
ness. Do you not know this? Has not the
experience of the past thirty-one years
confirmed this to us? How was it with
us when we crossed the plains and when
we came here? Did any of you know
whither you were coming? I know the
people did not know, but they followed
his lead, believing that God led and in-
spired him, and that God would lead him
to a place where we could locate. And
look at what we see throughout these
valleys today! Where is there anything
like it on the face of the earth? A peo-
ple gathered from every nation, speak-
ing almost every tongue, brought up
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in the midst of every creed, and with ev-
ery kind of habit, and yet homogeneous
and dwelling together in union and love,
without litigation and strife! Where can
you see anything on the face of the earth
that compares with it? Is it any won-
der that we have faith in God and in his
servant? I tell you that if there is any
condemnation resting upon these Latter-
day Saints, it is because of their unbelief
and hardness of heart in not listening to
his counsel.

Now let us be taught; let us profit by
the experience of the past, and not al-
low ourselves to be deluded by the adver-
sary, and by any, even if they should call
themselves our friends. But no man who
weakens or tries to weaken that counsel
which has led us all the time, is a friend
to this people.

May God bless you, my brethren and
sisters, fill you with his Holy Spirit, rend
the veil of darkness that beclouds our
minds, darkens our eyes, and prevents
our seeing the truth, and the true policy
of the kingdom, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.



