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GOD PRESERVES HIS PEOPLE—INTERNAL FOES THE
MORE DANGEROUS—REDEMPTION OF THE DEAD—THE
PRIESTHOOD.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOSEPH F. SMITH, DELIVERED AT THE FORTY-SIXTH
SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OR JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS, IN THE NEW TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY, ON WEDNESDAY, OCT. 6, 1875.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

It is always a source of pleasure to
me to meet with my brethren and sisters
in the Gospel covenant. I rejoice exceed-
ingly in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
that I have the privilege of being num-
bered with the Saints of latter days. 1
am thankful for the blessings that we en-
joy as a people in these valleys. I feel
grateful for the many evidences we have
experienced of God's mercy and protec-
tion. I am thankful that I have been able
to see his hand in our deliverance from
the powers and machinations of our ene-
mies, from the earliest period of our ex-
istence as a people; and I am thankful
that I am able to see the hand of the Lord
over us at present as conspicuously and
as clearly as at any former period of our
history.

We read in the revelations that have
come to us through the Prophets, both
ancient and modern, concerning the pur-
poses of the Lord in the latter days, and
the restoration of the Gospel to the earth
by a holy angel, that it is to be preached
to every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people under the whole heavens, that
every son and daughter of Adam
shall have the privilege of hearing it,

embracing it, partaking of its blessings,
and of being saved by its power. We read
that the Lord is going to do this work,
and that he is going to cut it short in
righteousness; that it is his design to
gather out the honest in heart—those
who are willing to hearken to his coun-
sels and obey his laws. It is his de-
sign to gather all such out from the na-
tions of the earth, that he may make
of them a people worthy of his name
and his blessings, and prepare them to
meet him when he shall come to make
up his jewels; when he shall come to take
vengeance upon the wicked and ungodly,
who know not God, and who keep not his
commandments upon the earth.

The hand of the Lord has been vis-
ible in the gathering together of this
people for the last twenty-eight years;
yes, for the last forty-five years, and
no more so in that than in everything
connected with the labors of his ser-
vants, their counsels unto, and their
guidance of, the people by the inspira-
tion of the Almighty that was in them
from the very beginning. At no time
in the history of this Church has the
hand of the Lord been withdrawn from



