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through the Prophet Joseph Smith, that

they may receive a salvation and an ex-

altation, I will not say a fullness of bless-

ing and glory, but a reward according to

their merits and the righteousness and

mercy of God, even as it will be with you

and with me. But there is this differ-

ence between us and the antediluvians—

they rejected the Gospel, consequently

they received not the truth nor the tes-

timony of Jesus Christ; therefore they

did not sin against a fullness of light,

while we have received the fullness of

the Gospel; are admitted to the testi-

mony of Jesus Christ, and a knowledge

of the living and true God, whose will

it is also our privilege to know, that we

may do it. Now if we sin, we sin against

light and knowledge, and peradventure

we may become guilty of the blood of

Jesus Christ, for which sin there is no

forgiveness, neither in this world nor in

the world to come. Jesus himself de-

clares (Matt. 12, 31), that "all manner

of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven

unto men, but the blasphemy against the

Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto

men, neither in this world, neither in the

world to come." This is not a new doc-

trine that has just been revealed through

the Prophet Joseph Smith, or President

Brigham Young, but it is the doctrine of

Jesus, a part and portion of that Gospel

which is the power of God unto salva-

tion or unto damnation. For whoso-

ever will believe, repent, and be bap-

tized for the remission of sins shall be

saved, and he that believes not and is

not baptized shall he damned. And he

that believes, is baptized and receives

the light and testimony of Jesus Christ,

and walks well for a season, receiving

the fullness of the blessings of the Gospel

in this world, and afterwards turns

wholly unto sin, violating his covenants,

he will be among those whom the Gospel

can never reach in the spirit world; all

such go beyond its saving power, they

will taste the second death, and be ban-

ished from the presence of God eternally.

I feel well in the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. I know that it is true, and I

never like to have an opportunity pass

me without bearing my testimony to it.

I, therefore, bear my testimony to you,

that God has restored the Gospel, that

Joseph Smith was and is a true Prophet,

and that President Young is his rightful

successor.

I have been surprised before now at

hearing remarks from the disaffected

and apostates against the Priesthood, as

if there was something terrible concealed

beneath that term. What constitutes the

Priesthood? A legal and direct commis-

sion from God to man. And who are

clothed with its authority and power?

President Young? Yes. But is he the

only man who holds the Priesthood? No.

Nor are his counselors and the Twelve,

the only ones who hold it, but the

High Priests, the Seventies, the Elders,

Priests, Teachers, and Deacons, all hold

a portion of the Holy Priesthood. There

is scarcely a member of the Church who

is not numbered in the ranks of those

clothed upon by this power; certainly it

is so with every man who has received

blessings in the house of the Lord, inas-

much as he has continued faithful, and

of such is the Church composed, for the

unfaithful cut themselves off in a mea-

sure both from the Church and from the

power and privileges of the Priesthood,

and are not to be relied upon. Therefore,

when the Priesthood—or those hold-

ing it—are ridiculed, reviled, or per-

secuted, the blow is aimed, and the

evil is designed, against the whole

Church and not individuals, although


