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THE BLESSING OF LIFE FOR EVERMORE—THE LORD
COMMANDED THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO
PURCHASE FREEDOM FOR THEIR
SLAVES—REFORMATION NECESSARY THAT THE SAINTS
MAY PROGRESS FASTER—SALVATION COMES BY
FAITHFULNESS AND ENDURANCE IN CHRIST.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT DANIEL H. WELLS, DELIVERED AT THE FORTY-SIXTH
SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS,
IN THE NEW TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY, THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 7, 1875.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

It affords me pleasure to meet once
more with the Saints in General Confer-
ence assembled, where we may pledge
ourselves again, and bear our testi-
mony, and raise our warning voices to
the world in regard to the great work
that the Lord is accomplishing in the
earth through the instrumentality of his
children who have enlisted under King
Emanuel's banner, and are willing to
unite with him in accomplishing his pur-
poses on the earth. His kingdom is be-
ing established here in the valleys of
the mountains. Settlements are being
formed, towns and villages are spring-
ing up, and people, who have made a
covenant with God, are reclaiming the
earth from the thralldom of sin and in-
iquity in which it has so long been held
in bondage; and instead of being in a
little city or town in Illinois, where we
were not permitted to dwell, we are here
in the valleys of the mountains, pos-
sessing from one hundred and fifty to
two hundred towns, villages and settle-
ments. The Lord has thus strength-
ened the stakes, enlarged the bor-

ders, and lengthened the cords of Zion,
and he has reclaimed from the domin-
ion of the wicked the amount of the
earth's surface that is now occupied by
his Saints, at least, so long as they hold
it for him and his kingdom, and them-
selves for his work. The world belongs
to the Lord, and he has the right to gov-
ern and control it, and he is going to do
so. We are preparing the way for his
kingdom and coming, for he certainly de-
signs to come here just as soon as the
people are prepared to receive him, and
perhaps sooner than some will be will-
ing to receive him. I have sometimes
thought, that if he were now at the gate,
we should feel we would rather he would
wait awhile until we could fix up mat-
ters before he was introduced. The way
is preparing, however, and I feel to re-
joice this morning that I can bear my tes-
timony to the increase of the numbers of
the Saints of God, and to the increase of
faith and good works among them.

The dominion of the Lord is ex-
tending upon the earth, a little here



