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and a little there, sometimes, perhaps,

going a little too far, and dodging back

a little for a time, and then springing

forward again, and so going on, on ev-

ery side. The Lord has made no mistake,

he understands what he is doing a great

deal better than some of us do, and I ap-

prehend that a great many people are

bringing about the Lord's purposes un-

wittingly. Perhaps they would not do as

well in this respect as they are now doing

if they understood, to the fullest extent,

the result of the course they are taking.

But really the Lord is at work with a

greatmany people, some of whom see the

kingdom, and some do not; and he has

even said that he will cause the wrath

of the wicked and ungodly to praise him,

and the remainder of their wrath he will

restrain. This is true, and has been il-

lustrated in the history of this people.

When they were driven fromNauvoo, the

disposition of their enemies was to de-

stroy every vestige of the authority of

the holy Priesthood from the face of the

earth; and that disposition still exists in

the hearts of a great many people, and if

they had the power they would carry it

out. Well, the Lord, in the early days of

the Church, suffered enough of this dis-

position to be gratified to cause the exo-

dus of his people from Missouri and Illi-

nois, and they were finally kicked right

into the middle of the floor, into these

valleys of the mountains; and when the

purposes of the Lord were so far sub-

served by the wrath of the wicked, he re-

strained them, and his people have been

blessed and prospered, and the earth has

been made to bring forth its strength for

their sustenance, and we see prosper-

ity on every hand in the dwelling places

of the Saints. A country has been put

into their possession, where the Lord can

strengthen their feet, and he is doing so,

whether we understand it or not. Many

will doubtless make shipwreck of their

faith, and will be led away by the allure-

ments of sin into by and forbidden paths;

yet the kingdom will not be taken from

this people and given to another, but a

people will come forth from among us

who will be zealous of good works, will-

ing to do the bidding of the Lord, who

will be taught in his ways, and who will

walk in his paths. We, if we are will-

ing, may be humble instruments in the

hands of God, in bringing to pass his

great and glorious kingdom.

We have a Temple pretty near ready

to go into in St. George. It is pro-

gressing very favorably, and is a mag-

nificent structure, and in a short time

we shall be able to enter it, and receive

blessings for time and eternity, for our-

selves and our dead. Let me say to

the Latter-day Saints, that the bless-

ings of the Lord, even life for evermore,

are commanded here in these valleys of

the mountains. I will read a few words

from the Psalmist—"Behold, how good

and how pleasant it is for brethren to

dwell together in unity! It is like the

precious ointment upon the head, that

ran down upon the beard: even Aaron's

beard, that went down to the skirts of his

garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as

the dew that descended upon the moun-

tains of Zion: for there the Lord com-

manded the blessing, even life for ever-

more." Anciently, this blessing was com-

manded in the mountains of Zion on the

eastern hemisphere, but in our day the

Lord has revealed himself, and has spo-

ken from the heavens to his servant on

the western continent. Where the au-

thority of the holy Priesthood is, dwells

the blessing of the Lord, and there has

he commanded the blessing, even life for

evermore.


