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We are united in our faith, in our

works, and in our feelings and interests;

and in every capacity that is possible the

Latter-day Saints should stand shoulder

to shoulder, presenting before the Lord

and before the world an unbroken pha-

lanx to resist the powers and insinua-

tions of the enemy and the approaches of

evil in every direction. The people here

are increasing and multiplying, they are

disposed, as a general thing, to do as

the Lord wants them to do; but wicked-

ness will creep in. We must purify our

hearts. The Lord says—"Son, give me

thy heart." We must give our hearts to

the Lord our God, then he can accept of

us. Many are called but few are cho-

sen. We are all called to be co-helpers

with the Lord in establishing his pur-

poses in the earth, in sustaining holy and

righteous principles, and the institutions

of high heaven which the Lord has re-

vealed, and the organizations which he

has introduced in the midst of the earth.

We are called upon to sustain them, and

to bear them off triumphantly, to lay a

foundation for the rule of truth, peace,

and righteousness in the earth, and to

prepare the way for the ushering in of

that great and glorious kingdom of peace

that will stand forever and ever. This is

the work of the Latter-day Saints, and

the Lord will perform it through the in-

strumentality of those who are willing

and obedient in the day of his power. We

can have lot and part herein if we have a

mind to; so may all the children of earth;

all they have to do is to render obedi-

ence to the voice of the Lord, and the

whole world ought to be glad of the op-

portunity to do that. The Lord invites

us to come, he is anxious and desirous

that we should come to him and learn of

him. He says—"Take upon you my yoke,

for it is easy, and my burden, for it is

light; come, partake of the waters of life

freely." "Turn from your evils, for why

will ye die, O house of Israel." The Lord

is talking to the people, and sending

forth his warning voice to the nations of

the wicked and ungodly, and as it was in

the days of Noah, so it will be in the days

of the coming of the Son of Man; the righ-

teous were saved and the wicked were

destroyed then, so they will be in these

latter days, for the hour of God's judg-

ment is come, and the kingdoms of this

world will become the kingdoms of our

God and of his Christ, and they will be

given to his Saints.

Who would not be a Saint? Why a

great many people reject the word of the

Lord and have no respect for it whatever,

and too many of those who profess to be

Latter-day Saints are in the same con-

dition. It is not a great while since the

word of the Lord came through Joseph

Smith, the Prophet of the Lord, to this

nation, to free their slaves, and for the

Government to pay for them out of the

treasury of the United States. Would

the people receive the word of the Lord

through his servant? No, they would

not. What was the result? Why a frat-

ricidal civil war in which thousands of

millions of dollars were spent, devasta-

tion was spread over the land and rivers

of blood were shed, and all this might

have been avoided and the slaves lib-

erated by peaceful means at not more

than one-tenth of the expense, if they

would have hearkened to the word of

the Lord. Everybody can see now that

that would have been the best course

to take, but nobody could see it and

nobody would receive it when it was

given. Do not let us be afraid of the

word of the Lord. He never did and

he never will reveal a principle to the


