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children of men, but what, if it be carried

out, will prove to their greatest interest

and advantage. I merely mention this to

illustrate a subject which is quite famil-

iar to the Saints, but which the world do

not know so much about.

Now, we are here in obedience to a

great command, a command given by the

Almighty to his Saints to gather out from

Babylon, lest they be partakers of her

sins and receive of her plagues. But

if we are going to partake of her sins

in Zion, and to nourish and cherish the

wicked and ungodly, what better shall

we be for gathering? Shall we escape

her plagues by so doing? No, there is

no promise to that effect, but if we prac-

tice the sins and iniquities of Babylon

here in Zion, we may expect to receive

of her plagues and to be destroyed. We

have duties to perform here, which de-

volve upon us as Saints of the Most High.

The Book of Doctrine and Covenants in-

forms us that things will be revealed,

in this the dispensation of the fullness

of times, that have been kept hidden

from before the foundation of the world.

Should we be surprised, then, when a

new principle is manifested among us

from the Lord through the channel of

the holy Priesthood? Do we realize that

this is the channel through which the

mind and will of God our Father is made

known unto us? Here is the Bible, of

what is it composed? Of a compilation

of things made known to the children of

men in former ages through the instru-

mentality of the holy Priesthood. The

word of the Lord to the people has al-

ways come through that channel, and it

always will. It is the same authority

that exists in the heavens, by which the

Gods themselves are governed, and by

which they control all things; and it is

among the privileges of every man and

every woman to approach the Lord

through this channel, and learn his mind

and will concerning them. And through

this same channel a Bishop may learn

the mind of the Lord about his ward,

the president of a quorum about his quo-

rum, and the President of the whole

Church the mind and will of the Lord

concerning the people; and so through

all the quorums and organizations of the

Church, from first to last, all may ap-

proach the Lord through the channel of

the holy Priesthood, and learn his mind

and will concerning them. It is the privi-

lege of the father and mother of a fam-

ily to obtain the mind and will of the

Lord, to enable them to guide their chil-

dren in the ways of eternal life. This is

no child's play, or fable. The Lord has

spoken from the heavens, and we bear

testimony thereof to all the nations of

the earth. Listen, then, to his voice! It

comes to all, it comes to the Latter-day

Saints through the channel of the Priest-

hood located here in the valleys of the

mountains. Hear it, all ye nations of

the earth! Come up here, and learn the

mind and will of the Lord. Take warning,

that you may escape his wrath when his

judgments shall be poured out, because

they will be just as sure as they were in

the days of Noah. This is the work of

the Lord, and we bear testimony of these

things continually in your ears. You, of

course, do as you please about receiving

or believing our testimony; that makes

no difference in regard to the truth of the

matter. It is God's truth, and it is extend-

ing and will continue to do so until it pre-

vails and triumphs over every obstacle.

The Latter-day Saints have a work

to do, not only in proclaiming the

Gospel and warning the people, but


