THE BLESSING OF LIFE, ETC.

to build up Zion right here upon the
earth. Not afar off in some far distant
sphere, but here, where the Lord has
planted their feet, in the valleys of the
mountains. And we must be united and
must operate together, as far as in our
power lies, to bring to pass the purposes
of the Almighty, because righteousness,
and peace and harmony must dwell in
the kingdom. A house divided against
itself cannot stand. Is a reformation
needed amongst the Saints? Yes, it is
needed with us all. We must reform and
continue to reform. We have inherited
lies from, and are full of the traditions
of, the fathers. We have all imbibed er-
rors in our infant years, and the enemy
is on the alert, ready to enter in and to
lead into by and forbidden paths the foot-
steps of the young, that he may cause
them to make shipwreck of their faith
and go away from the truth, the eter-
nal truth of heaven. The world is wag-
ing a warfare against this little hand-
ful of people in the valleys of the moun-
tains. Why? Because we have got the
truth, the true faith of the holy Gospel,
we have the authority of the holy Priest-
hood that has come down from heaven.
They are anxious to destroy this author-
ity and the servants of the Lord who
bear it, and they are anxious to uproot
and destroy us as a people. Then, in
order to defend ourselves, let us go to
with our mights, unite as the heart of
one man, and stand shoulder to shoul-
der in building up the kingdom of God
upon the earth. If we have lost our faith
in the work, why, of course, we can't be
expected to do anything more towards
building it up; but if we are assured in
our own minds that this is the truth,
that "Mormonism" so-called, is the ever-
lasting Gospel, that it has been revealed
by direct revelation from the Lord in
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these last days, and that we are really
his people, let us go to and reform our
lives. There is need of it, we have been
slack, negligent and dilatory, and per-
adventure we have done a great many
things we ought not to have done; per-
haps we have been guilty of sins of omis-
sion as well as sins of commission, and
we need to repent, and to go down into
the waters of baptism inasmuch as we
have the privilege, and have our sins
washed away, and have hands laid upon
us for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and rise
in newness of life, with a firm determina-
tion that henceforth we will divest our-
selves of those evils, that we will keep
the Lord's day holy, attend to our meet-
ings, partake of the Sacrament, and that
we will be more diligent in regard to the
words of the Lord that have been given
to us, and that are given to us contin-
ually, for the stream flows unceasingly
through the channel of the Priesthood
to the people. Let us listen to the voice
and the whisperings of the Spirit, and if
there be an obstacle in the way let us re-
move it. If we have hard feelings one to-
wards another, envyings, strifes, or any-
thing that is calculated to mar our peace
and happiness, let us go and make that
right, and then come and partake of the
emblems of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, through whose sufferings and
death an atonement has been worked
out for our salvation. Every Latter-day
Saint needs the inspiring, refreshing in-
fluence of the Spirit of God to flow to
him continually. Reflect a moment, and
remember that when the plants in our
gardens and fields are withering under
the scorching sun, how carefully we go
along the water sects, clear out every ob-
stacle and turn in the water, so that it
may reach and revive every plant, that
they may all live and grow. So should



