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the Latter-day Saints remove every ob-
stacle that lies in their way to the recep-
tion and flow of the Spirit of the Lord to
them. If you have aught against your
neighbor or friend, go and make that
right; if you have done any wicked thing,
broken any of the commandments of the
Lord, repent and be baptized for the re-
mission of these sins, and turn away
from them. No man can get a greater
evidence of the Lord's having forgiven
him his sins, than the knowledge that
he has actually turned away from them,
and that he is living in obedience to the
principles of the holy Gospel. Every man
and every woman knows this for him-
self or herself, and if they have, then
may they know that the Lord has for-
given them their sins, and not without.
A person may commit iniquity and think
he can hide it up; but let me say to such
a person that you know it, and that is
one too many, and the Lord knows it,
and that is two too many, and out of
the mouth of two or three witnesses ev-
ery word will be established, and you
will give this evidence against yourself
sooner or later. And all who have com-
mitted sin or transgression of any kind
must repent of it and be baptized for the
remission thereof; and unless they re-
pent sincerely, with a repentance that
needs not to be repented of, they had bet-
ter not go near the waters of baptism, for
it will be a solemn mockery before high
heaven. I say that if you intend to keep
straight along in your own indifferent
way all the time, stay away, never offer
yourselves for baptism, for that would be
a mockery and would only add to your
condemnation, instead of being a benefit
to you.

I might enumerate what evils we
are guilty of, but I do not wish to
confess the sins of the people, I have
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enough of my own. But let us examine
ourselves individually, and repent of that
wherein we have done amiss in the sight
of the Lord. How indifferent we have
been about his word from time to time
when it has been given to us! The ser-
vants of the Lord have proclaimed his
will unto us year after year, and I some-
times think that we are preached to too
much; but yet when a principle is re-
vealed from the Lord, the people are very
reluctant to take hold of it, which shows
that we need to be instructed in regard to
our duties as Saints of God, that we may
be so in very deed. Latter-day Saints
must progress, they cannot stand still;
and if they do not progress in the faith of
the holy Gospel, and in the things of God,
they are progressing in the other direc-
tion, and they will finally come to a point
when the counsel of their minds will be
darkened, and they will be unable to see
the kingdom.

This cause is great and glorious, and
it is worthy of our utmost endeavors and
attention, and all that we have and are,
or can be. It is worthy of all the means
we can control, and of all the talents and
ability that pertain to us in this life, for
in it lie our best interests, for by embrac-
ing and living according to the faith of
the holy Gospel, we shall be exalted in
the scale of human existence, and it is
impossible to be otherwise. If we em-
brace principles of vice and go in the
ways of wickedness and wicked men, we
are on the way to death and destruction.

There are some amongst us, per-
haps, who, in their feelings, have
given way to a spirit of faultfind-
ing with those who are over them,
it may be with their Bishop, or with
the President. If they persist in this
course, it will not be long before they
give expression to their feelings to



