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United Order. This is a subject which I
have thought of considerably, and it is
one which I think ought to appeal very
strongly to us. The efforts which are
being made to unite us and bring us
together, to blend our interests and to
amalgamate us and make us one are of
the utmost importance to us, and I sup-
pose that a great many of the Latter-day
Saints who have come to this Conference
have had the desire in their hearts that
something might be said in relation to
the course that they should adopt in or-
der to become more united. I think I
made a statement, about a year ago, that
many of the people were far more willing
than many of their leaders to enter upon
a system having that end in view. I still
entertain that same opinion. I believe
that the bulk of the Latter-day Saints are
anxious to understand what they shall
do, and are willing to carry out, when di-
rected, any plan that shall he suggested
to them. Several plans have been sug-
gested, but there have been feelings of
one kind and another and difficulties in-
terposed to prevent the general carry-
ing out of any plan. However, the Pres-
ident has felt of late, and has thus spo-
ken to those who have been immediately
around him and to several others, that
it would be well for us to carry out the
plan that was spoken of yesterday, and
that has been referred to a good many
times of late, namely, individual stew-
ardships. There is something about this
which appeals strongly to most men's
minds. They can see how this can be ef-
fected; they can see that under such a
system what are called individual rights
might be better preserved, and property
not be absorbed in a way to cause loss
or waste, and yet the great principle be
carried out that is aimed at, namely,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the uniting of the hearts of the people in
one.

We have had meetings here in this
city, at which these principles have been
laid before a number of the Latter-day
Saints, all of whom have seemed to re-
ceive the ideas with satisfaction, and
have felt that they suited them exactly,
and they were willing to do that which
was required of them. And I believe that
this feeling will be extended through-
out all the Territory and throughout all
these mountains; for wherever we have
gone this summer, laboring among and
talking to the people in relation to their
economy, and the management of their
temporal affairs, we have found a great
willingness manifested on the part of the
people to do whatever they were coun-
seled to do, and to carry out the princi-
ples to the extent of their ability, and I
believe that this will be the result.

We, as a people, must change our pol-
icy if we become the people which we aim
at, and which we believe God designs
that we shall be. There is nothing clearer
than this to every thinking mind. We can
see very plainly that we must be a self-
sustaining people, that we must manu-
facture in our own midst, to the great-
est possible extent, that which we con-
sume, that is necessary for our comfort
and convenience. Unless we take this
course, it is an impossibility that we can
become the people that we design to be,
and that God in his revelations has pre-
dicted we shall be. No people who are de-
pendent upon others can become a great
people. A people who are constantly pro-
ducing for others to manufacture, never
can become a great people. If we produce
wool, and hides, and grain, and other
things from the earth, and send them
away to be manufactured, we shall con-



