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money to, and employ others? I say that

we cannot; but we are doing it all the

time. We are bringing wagons and car-

riages into this country, when we have

abundance of skill here to manufacture

them. And the same is true of many

other things which we might manufac-

ture and supply our own wants.

Now what is the object of the United

Order? It is to enable us to appropri-

ate the means which God has given us to

manufacture those things that are nec-

essary for our own sustenance. Let us

take the illustration that is afforded us

by BrighamCity, brother Lorenzo Snow's

place of residence. In that little town,

numbering probably three thousand peo-

ple, they have over thirty branches of

manufacture. They have a circulating

medium of their own—a little nation, as

it were—and the workmen are paid in

that medium, and with it they buy what

they want of the various articles which

they manufacture; and by the combi-

nation that has been effected, they are

gradually growing to a degree of inde-

pendence that is unknown almost ev-

erywhere else. But the great difficulty

there, is, that the masses of the people

do not see their own interests, but many

of them are as blind there as they are

elsewhere, and a few wise men have to

take the lead and the responsibility, and

to labor and contrive to maintain these

branches of manufacture. But what will

be the result if this be continued? All

the surrounding country, unless the peo-

ple do the same, will be paying trib-

ute to Brigham City and its manufac-

turers, and every youth in Brigham City

will be learning some branch of skilled

handicraft, and the rawhides and every-

thing in its raw state will be brought to

Brigham City, and Brigham City will pay

in manufactured articles which its arti-

zans have made, and upon which they

have a profit; and if that were to go on,

Brigham City would, in a little while,

own all the surrounding country.

I mention this as an illustration of

what can be done, and what we ought

to do. We ought not to produce more

wheat than we need for our own use, that

is, we should not depend upon exporting

wheat, we cannot get enough for it, it

does not pay us. But we should turn our

attention to other articles and to man-

ufactures. There is Bear Lake country,

abounding in timber, the men of which

live nearly half the year housed up. If

they would organize wisely, and combine

their capital, skill and labor, they could

manufacture everything out of wood that

we need in this country, and they have

the best of timber there to do it with. But

instead of that their time is spent dur-

ing the winter in feeding their cattle and

doing such chores as are needed around

their places; and during the remaining

five months they are worked exceedingly

hard. This is impolitic and unwise, and

if persisted in would be called bad man-

agement.

These are the lessons that have been

taught us all the day long. It is not a new

thing, but is something as old as our res-

idence in these mountains. I have heard

such instructions as these from my boy-

hood, when we first came here. But we

have been slow to hear and carry out

these practical lessons of wisdom that

have been delivered to us by the servants

of God, and have been, to some extent,

reluctant, fearful and suspicious that, if

we did these things, somebody would be

a little more benefited than we. Now it is

time for a reformation. I do not wonder

at the Lord calling upon his servants to

ask the people to go and be baptized, and


