
them, would be folly in the extreme. 
When you get a principle try and carry it 
out, try and make it practical in your lives. 
Endeavor, in your communities to orga-
nize branches of labor. Let the Bishops and 
the men who have wisdom provide means 
of employment for every man and every 
woman in their settlements and wards, and 
let their brains be exercised, as President 
Young’s has been, for the good of the 
whole. We should use the power which 
God has given us in these directions in 
endeavoring to lift ourselves up from our 
abject condition, and not think—“I must 
have five dollars or four dollars for a day’s 
work;” but go to work if you cannot get as 
much as that. We should all be employed 
in doing something every day. We should 
train our boys and girls to work; the best 
education that we can give them is to give 
them skill and teach them habits of in-
dustry, not forgetting, of course, the prin-
ciples of our religion, without which they  
cannot be truly great. You know the old 
saying—“An idle man’s brain is the dev-
il’s workshop;” and it is so. If you want a  
good people, a people who can be eas-
ily managed, a temperate people and a

sensible people, have an industrious peo-
ple. But have an idle people and they be-
come intemperate, and I believe that many 
of our young men, because they have no 
opportunities to develop their energies, 
take to drinking, chewing tobacco, and 
rowdyism, whereas, if labor were provided 
for them, and their energies were rightly 
directed, they would be useful members of 
society and be ornaments to their father’s 
houses and to their friends. Youth is full of 
energy, and wise rulers will utilize, husband 
and direct it for the good of the whole, 
and not let it be expended on foolish ob-
jects or in a wasteful manner. This is one of 
the difficulties with us. We have plenty of 
energy? Our young men are full of it, and 
our land is full of young men. Their ener-
gies should be rightly directed, and they be 
trained to be useful men in society; and the 
girls should be trained to be useful women 
in society.

That  God may  b le s s  u s  in  our 
Conference, and help us to treasure up the 
counsels that we hear, and to carry them 
out practically, is my prayer in the name of 
Jesus. Amen.
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