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I will call the attention of the congre-

gation to a few verses in the 25th chap-

ter of St. Matthew. [The speaker read

the first thirteen verses; also the fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth para-

graphs of the fourteenth section of the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants.]

This revelation, a portion of which

I have been reading, treats in a mea-

sure upon the subject of the parable

that Jesus spoke, namely, the ten vir-

gins; both refer to his second coming,

and to his work in the latter days. In

no age or dispensation can a man be

called to a greater calling than to ad-

minister in the ordinances of the house

of God, and nothing but the power of

God and the inspiration of the Almighty

can sustain and uphold any man, no

matter what age he may live in, who

is called of God to declare the words

of life and salvation, and to preach re-

pentance to an unbelieving generation.

This may perhaps sound strangely in

the ears of many people, but the in-

habitants of the earth, both Jew and

Gentile, should remember that the Lord

God Almighty himself, his Son Jesus

Christ, and his Gospel and work, have

been very unpopular in every age of the

world among the hosts of men. No more

unpopular doctrine was ever presented

to the human family, than the doctrine of

life and salvation. I do not care in what

age of the world a Prophet, Apostle or

inspired man has been raised up to de-

clare the commands of God, he has had

to contend with the prejudices of the in-

habitants of the earth. It is so in our day,

and it was so in the days of Jesus Christ.

When he came to the Jews, his own Fa-

ther's house, the house of Israel, as the

great Shiloh of Judah, and the Savior of

the world, a more unpopular man than

he never dwelt in Judea or Jerusalem,

from the day of his birth to the day of his

death, when he gave up the ghost on the

cross, and went home to glory as a mar-

tyr for the word of God and the testimony

which he bore. And this is why I say that

when anyman, in any age of the world, is

called of God to declare the words of life,

he has to contend with the traditions of

ages that rest upon the minds of the in-


