
habitants of the earth.
The parable of the ten virgins is in

tended to represent the second coming 
of the Son of man, the coming of the 
Bridegroom to meet the bride, the Church, 
the Lamb’s wife, in the last days; and I ex-
pect that the Savior was about right when 
he said, in reference to the members of the 
Church, that five of them were wise and 
five were foolish; for when the Lord of 
heaven comes in power and great glory to 
reward every man according to the deeds 
done in the body, if he finds one-half of 
those professing to be members of his 
Church prepared for salvation, it will be as 
many as can be expected, judging by the 
course that many are pursuing.

I wish, if I can get enough of the Spirit 
of the Lord to answer my own mind, to 
say a few words on the present occasion 
to my brethren and sisters, the Latter-day 
Saints, those who have taken upon them 
the name of Christ. We live in one of the 
most important dispensations that God 
ever gave to man, namely, the great and 
last dispensation of the fullness of times, 
the dispensation of all dispensations, 
and the one in which the whole flood of 
prophecy in the holy Bible will be fulfilled, 
for most all of the prophecies contained in 
that sacred volume, from Adam to John 
the Revelator, point to the great work of 
God in the last days, the days in which the 
God of heaven would set up a kingdom 
that should be an everlasting kingdom, 
and to whose dominion there should be 
no end, and the kingdom and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole 
heavens should be given into the hands 
of the Saints of the Most High God, and 
they are to possess it forever and ever. I 
wish to have the Latter-day Saints under-
stand their appointment, position, and re-

sponsibility before the God of heaven, 
and their responsibilities to both Jew and 
Gentile, living and dead, on this and the 
other side of the veil.

The Lord never has built up his king-
dom in any age of the world except by call-
ing upon his servants and laboring through 
the tabernacles of men on the earth; but 
this he has done in a great many ages and 
dispensations. And whenever the Lord has 
had an Apostle, Prophet, or inspired man 
on the earth, he has had power to adminis-
ter in the ordinances of the house of God, 
and he has labored for the advancement 
of the kingdom of God upon the earth, 
whether he has had few or many follow-
ers. As it was in the days of Noah and Lot, 
so shall it be in the days of the coming of 
the Son of Man. We live in the day when 
God has set his hand to establish that great 
kingdom that Daniel saw. We live in the 
day when the angel of God has delivered 
the everlasting Gospel in fulfillment of the 
revelations of St. John, when he says—“I 
saw another angel flying through the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach to them who dwell on the earth, to 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people 
under the whole heavens, Saying with 
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 
to him; for the hour of his judgment is 
come.”

There never was a generation of the 
inhabitants of the earth in any age of 
the world who had greater events await-
ing them than the present. As I before 
remarked, the fulfillment of this whole 
volume of revelation points to our day.  
The building up of the kingdom of  
God, the building up of the Zion of 
God, in the mountains of Israel, the  
erection of a standard for the Gentiles  
to  f l e e  unto ,  the  warn ing  o f  the
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