PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS, ETC.

nations of the earth to prepare them
for the great judgments of our God, the
building up of the Church, the sanctify-
ing of the people, the building of Tem-
ples to the Most High God, that his ser-
vants may enter therein and become sav-
iors on Mount Zion, redeeming both the
living and the dead, all these things are
to be performed in our day. And an age
fraught with greater interest to the chil-
dren of men than the one in which we
live never dawned since the creation of
the world.

Where is the man, priest, or peo-
ple, in the whole sectarian world, today,
who believes in the literal fulfillment of
the revelations of God contained in the
Bible? If there is one I should like to
see and converse with him. The whole
Christian world profess to believe the
Bible, and perhaps they do when it is
shut. But open the Bible and read the
declarations contained therein, concern-
ing the last dispensation of the fullness
of times, and where is the man who be-
lieves them? You cannot find one, and
it requires faith even among the Latter-
day Saints to believe the revelations of
God, and to prepare themselves for those
things which await the world.

The fig trees are leafing, the summer
is nigh, the signs of heaven and earth all
indicate the second coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ; but who are really looking
and preparing for the coming of the great
Bridegroom? I do not know that any peo-
ple on the earth, except the Latter-day
Saints, are looking for this great event.
There may be exceptions, there may be
men who believe in the second coming
of Christ. The people called Millerites,
believe in the second coming of the Sav-
ior, and they have set a great many days
when it should take place. But he did not
come; and he never will come until the
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revelations of God are fulfilled and a peo-
ple are prepared for his coming. He will
never come until the Jews are gathered
home and have rebuilt their Temple and
city, and the Gentiles have gone up there
to battle against them. He will never
come until his Saints have built up Zion,
and have fulfilled the revelations which
have been spoken concerning it. He will
never come until the Gentiles through-
out the whole Christian world have been
warned by the inspired elders of Israel.
They are called to thrust in the sickle
and reap, for the harvest is ripe and
the time has come, which is referred to
in this revelation, when the Lord com-
mands the Elders to go forth and warn
the world for the last time, and call upon
the inhabitants of the earth to repent.
And what I wish to say to the Elders
and to the Latter-day Saints is—Have
we faith in God and in his revelations?
Have we faith in our own religion? Have
we faith in Jesus Christ? Have we faith
in the words of the Prophets? Have we
faith in Joseph Smith, who, by the aid of
the Urim and Thummim, translated the
Book of Mormon, giving a record of the
ancient inhabitants of this country, and
through whom the Lord gave the revela-
tions contained in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants? If we have faith in these
things, then we certainly should prepare
ourselves for the fulfillment of them. I
consider that as a people and as Elders
of Israel we occupy one of the most im-
portant positions ever occupied on the
face of the earth by those who have
been called to work for the Lord. We
have received our appointment for this
work, and we should prepare ourselves
to perform the duties devolving upon
us in connection with it. Truth is one



