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world, and throughout the whole Jew-

ish world, for darkness prevails upon the

face of all the earth, and the Lord is call-

ing upon all the inhabitants thereof to

repent and receive the Gospel, and when

they have done so to gather out of Baby-

lon to the place he has appointed for the

dwelling place of his Saints. The Latter-

day Saints heard this Gospel among the

Gentiles wherever they dwelt, in almost

every nation under heaven, and by this

Gospel we have been gathered out unto

Zion. We have been gathered here for a

certain purpose, and that purpose is to

fulfill the revelations of God.

When we left Missouri and Nauvoo,

leaving behind the graves of our fathers

and children, we were driven by our en-

emies into this desert, in the expectation

that we should perish, and for nothing

but because we believed revelation and

prophecy, and in living prophets and ser-

vants of God. We thought it was hard

to be driven from our homes and lands,

which we had bought of our government,

and paid the money for; but I will say

to the Latter-day Saints that if we had

not come here there certainly would have

been a flood of prophecy fallen unful-

filled, prophecy in regard to the moun-

tains of Israel, and the great company

gathering up thereto, with regard to the

lifting up of a standard therein, and

the building of cities and the Temple of

God in their midst. All these things

would have fallen unfulfilled if we had

not come to these mountains and ful-

filled them. And so with many other

prophecies. We have been called together

to perform the work of the Lord, and

now the Lord looks to us to fulfill our

covenants and keep his commandments.

If we do this he has made great promises

unto us. The Lord has given the holy

Priesthood unto the Elders of Israel, and

he requires at our hands to fulfill all

these revelations and commandments;

and in regard to the parable which I have

read, I, as an individual, feel that it is

necessary for me, and I may say that it

is necessary for the whole people, to have

oil in our lamps if we expect to see and

comprehend the things of the kingdom of

God.

The Lord has chosen a royal Priest-

hood and a holy people from among the

weak things of the world, in fulfillment

of his revelations; and we have been com-

manded to go forth and bear record of

these things, and we have done it. We

should have been condemned and the

curse of God would have rested upon

us if we had not, because the full set

time has come to build up and favor

Zion, to build up the kingdom of God,

to warn the world and prepare them for

the judgments of the Almighty. The Mil-

lennium is dawning upon the world, we

are at the end of the sixth thousand

years, and the great day of rest, the

Millennium of which the Lord has spo-

ken, will soon dawn and the Savior will

come in the clouds of heaven to reign

over his people on the earth one thou-

sand years. The Lord has a great work

ahead and he is preparing a people to

do it before his coming. Now the ques-

tion arises here, brethren and sisters,

are we prepared in our hearts? Do we

realize these things? As a people do

we realize our responsibilities before the

Lord? The Lord has raised up a king-

dom of priests here in the last days to

establish his Church and kingdom, and

to prepare the way for the second com-

ing of the Son of Man, and the God of

heaven has put into the hands of his ser-

vants the keys of the kingdom, and he

has said—"Whatever I have decreed in

these my servants shall be fulfilled, for

to them is given power to bind and to

seal both on the earth and in heaven,


