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and the Lord has chosen the Elders of
Israel for that very purpose. That has
been one fault that men have found
with the work of the Lord. A man
asked me awhile ago—"Why did the Lord
choose Joseph Smith to build up his
kingdom? Why did he not choose Dr.
Porter, Henry Ward Beecher, or some
such men?" Said I—"Such men would
sell the kingdom of God and everything
in it for money and popularity, and as
the Lord lives he never could rule and
handle them, none of them would work
with him, they are too much like the
Pharisees, Sadducees, High Priests and
Rabbis of Judea and Jerusalem." Did
the Lord ever choose such men to per-
form his work? Go through the whole
history of the world, and you will find
that whenever God wanted a servant,
an Apostle or a Prophet, he chose the
very humblest man that could be found.
When a king was wanted for Israel, he
could not find one out of all the tall sons
of Jesse; and when the Prophet asked
if Jesse had not another son, he was
told no, only the boy that looked after
the sheep. Nobody thought anything
about him, he was of no consequence.
"Let me see him," said the man of God,;
and when he was brought, the Prophet
poured oil on his head and anointed him
King of Israel. So it has been all the
way through. Take Moses the leader of
Israel. His mother cast him in the bul-
rushes on the banks of the river Nile,
to the crocodiles. But how carefully the
Lord watched over him! Finally the
daughter of pharaoh got him out, while
bathing, and gave him to his mother to
be trained and nursed. You could see
the hand of the Lord in this. When
the Lord called Moses to deliver Israel
from Egypt, said he—"How can I do this?
I am a man of a hard language and
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slow of speech." He thought he could not
get along, for he had not a good com-
mand of language. But the Lord told
him that he would find a spokesman for
him. So all the way through the Lord has
chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the wise, and the things that
are nought, to bring to nought the things
that are. Jesus Christ himself was born
in a stable and cradled in a manger; and
who were his Apostles? Illiterate fisher-
men, men of the lowest calling almost in
Judea, Salt Lake City, or anywhere else;
but fishermen can be just as honorable
men as any others, and they are gener-
ally regarded as very humble men, and
that is the kind of men God has always
chosen.

The Lord called Joseph Smith be-
cause he was foreordained before the
world was to build up this Church and
Kingdom, and he came through the loins
of ancient Joseph. He was an illiter-
ate youth, but the Lord used him, and
he lived to fulfill the measure of his ap-
pointment; he lived as long as the Lord
required him to live, and until he re-
ceived every key held by every Prophet
and Apostle that ever lived in the flesh
from the days of Adam down to his day,
which belonged to this dispensation.

Joseph Smith received his first or-
dination under the hand of John the
Baptist, who was beheaded, and who,
while in the flesh, held the Aaronic
Priesthood. Peter, James, and John,
who were Prophets, and were cruci-
fied and put to death, at least Peter
and James were, they came and or-
dained Joseph Smith to the Apostleship;
and every ordination that he obtained,
he obtained from the spirit world from
men who had tabernacled here in the
flesh. These are the eternal truths of
the God of heaven, and eternity will
reveal them to the inhabitants of the



