PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS, ETC.

earth. It is by this power that this
Church has been planted, not of man nor
by the will of man, but by the revela-
tions of Jesus Christ. We call upon the
Latter-day Saints, we look to them, and
the Lord looks to them, the heavens look
to them, to take hold and build up this
kingdom.

Some of the outside world are find-
ing a good deal of fault with the Indi-
ans. Who are the Indians? Read the
Book of Mormon, and you will learn that
they are the literal descendants of Israel,
they have been cursed through the trans-
gressions of their fathers, and a skin of
darkness has come upon them. This his-
tory tells us that they were once a white
and delightsome people, and had great
power on this land, but that they were
degraded and cast down because of their
sins. When we came here, we found
them living upon crickets, grasshoppers,
roots, and anything they could possibly
eat, poor, miserable, degraded beings,
though they have immortal souls, and
are of the house of Israel. What is the
Lord doing for them? He is stretching
forth his hand over them, in remem-
brance of the promises made to their
fathers. President Young and his peo-
ple are accused of stirring up the In-
dians against the general government,
and against the white man. This is not
true. We have preached to the Indians
a good many years, as we have had op-
portunities, but what effect did it have?
Not much. We preached to Walker, Ara-
pene, and many other chiefs who have
dwelt here, but have now passed away,
but our preaching had but little effect.
Now the Lord is stretching out his hand
over the Lamanites, and their eyes are
being opened, and they are receiving the
Gospel of Jesus Christ at the hands of
the Elders of Israel. Whose work is this?
Not the work of man, but it is the work
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of God, and if the nations of the earth try
to stay it, the warfare is between them
and God, and not between them and us.
So with every other principle which God
has revealed to us. This work is the work
of the God of Israel, and not the work of
man; not the work of Brigham Young, the
Twelve Apostles, or anybody else. The
hand of the Lord is feeling after that peo-
ple, and if we, as Latter-day Saints, do
not arise and magnify our callings and
fulfill our missions, the Lord will take
that people and build up his kingdom,
and we will be cast out. It is time that
we awoke and realized this truth, and
that, as Elders of Israel, we realized our
position before the Lord. Now there is
a very general desire manifested by this
people to get rich, and to labor for self
rather than for the kingdom of God. But
what will it profit you or me to give up
praying and to go to and get rich? What
will it profit a man to gain the whole
world and lose his own soul? Not much.
What will a man give in exchange for
his soul, when he gets on the other side
of the veil? I marvel very much at the
little interest manifested by the inhabi-
tants of the earth generally in their fu-
ture state. There is not a person here to-
day but what is going to live on the other
side of the veil as long as his Creator—
to the endless ages of eternity, and the
eternal destiny of every individual de-
pends upon the manner in which the few
short years of the life in the flesh are
spent. I ask, in the name of the Lord,
what is popularity to you or me? What
is gold or silver, or this world's goods to
any of us, any further than to enable us
to obtain what we need to eat, drink,
and wear, and to build up the kingdom
of God. And for us to stop praying, and
to become crazy after the riches of the



