THE RESURRECTION, ETC.

gion, so far as she was concerned, had a
good deal of tradition about it, and that
her faith could be tried by the coat a man
wore; and as Paul said, if eating meat of-
fended his brethren, he would never eat
any more, so I felt a good deal, and one
morning I went out and cut off the but-
tons from my old cloak, and never had
a button on it afterwards. By doing this
and some other things, which some per-
haps would call foolish, I, through the
blessing of God and with the assistance
of Brother Young, George A. Smith and
Willard Richards, caught the whole flock
and baptized every soul except one soli-
tary person into the church and king-
dom of God. Many of them are here
in this room today, and some of them
have passed away. I mention this just to
show our position. We traveled without
purse and scrip, and we preached with-
out money and without price. Why? Be-
cause the God of heaven had called upon
us to go forth and warn the world.

Now I want to say again, I have
looked around within the last few years
and I have thought: Where, Oh where,
are the sons of the Prophets, Apostles,
and fathers in Zion, preparing in these
last days to rise up and bear off this
kingdom when we are on the other side
of the veil? Sometimes, in thinking on
this subject, I have felt that they were
very few and far between who had the
spirit of their fathers and were prepared
to bear off this kingdom. But I thank
God that I find it is now something like
it was in the days of Elijah. When the
Prophet said, referring to the followers
of Baal—"They have killed thy Prophets,
and pulled down thine altars, and I alone
am left," the Lord said—"Oh no, I have
seven thousand men in Israel who have
not yet bowed the knee to Baal." Well,
I begin to feel, since I have heard the
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testimonies of our young brethren at this
Conference, that some of the sons of the
servants of God are becoming filled with
the fire and spirit of the Prophets. We
want a good many of them to rise up and
bear off this kingdom.

Now I want to say a word or two
on another subject. I have heard some
of our brethren remark—"If the Twelve
Apostles have the word of the Lord, we
would like to receive it." I want to say
a few words with regard to the word
of the Lord. I think that many of this
people are mistaken with regard to the
word of the Lord. They sometimes won-
der why President Young does not give
them the word of the Lord. I have been
acquainted with President Young more
than forty years. It is over forty years
since I traveled a thousand miles with
him, Joseph Smith, Orson Hyde, Orson
Pratt, Charles C. Rich, and many oth-
ers perhaps in this congregation, and I
never saw a day from that day until the
present, but what President Brigham
Young, even before the Twelve Apostles
were organized, always had the word of
the Lord for the people; and instead of
thinking there is no word of the Lord, my
faith is that there is not an Elder in Is-
rael who has any business to preach, un-
less he has the word of the Lord to the
people. The Twelve Apostles should have
the word of the Lord to the people; the
High Priesthood should have the word of
the Lord to the people; these four thou-
sand Seventies, the messengers of Israel
to the nations of the earth, should have
the word of the Lord to the people; and
every Elder of Israel, when he speaks,
should have the word of the Lord, and
the whole Church and kingdom of God,
men and women, should have, each for
himself and herself, the testimony of



