126

Jesus Christ, which is the spirit of
prophecy. This should be in the possession
of every man and woman in the Church,
for their own government and guidance,
and this has always been the teaching to us
of President Brigham Young. And this is
backed up by the revelations which the
Lord has given in these last days, as you
will find if you read the twenty-second
section of the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. That revelation was given
over forty years ago, to Elders Orson
Hyde, Luke Johnson, Lyman Johnson and
William E. McLellin; and on that occasion
the Lord said—"“Go forth and preach the
Gospel to the people. And when you go
forth you are called to teach the people and
not to be taught. And you must teach as
you are moved upon by the Holy Ghost,
by the power of God, by the Spirit of
the Lord; and when you speak as you are
moved upon by the Spirit of the Lord, your
words are scripture, they are the word of
the Lord, they are the mind of the Lord,
they are the will of the Lord and the power
of God unto salvation unto every one that
hears.”

Yes, we have plenty of testimony with
regard to these things, and I will say to
my brethren that whatever the word of
the Lord may be to them I know what
the word of the Lord is to me. The word
of the Lord to me is, that it is time for
Zion to rise and let her light shine; and
the testimony of the Spirit of God to me
is that this whole kingdom, this great
kingdom of Priests, this forty thousand
men in these mountains of Israel, who
have borne the Priesthood, have thor-
oughly fulfilled one part of the parable
of the ten virgins. What is that? Why,
that while the Bridegroom has tarried we
have all slumbered and slept; as a Church
and kingdom we have slumbered and
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slept, and the word of the Lord to me is
that we have slept long enough; and we
have the privilege now of rising and trim-
ming our lamps and putting oil in our ves-
sels. This is the word of the Lord to me.

The word of the Lord to me again, is,
that it is time for this whole people, these
forty thousand Elders of Israel who dwell
in these valleys of the mountains, and I
believe that it is the word of the Lord to
them, that we listen to the voice of the
Lord through the lawgiver, and unite our-
selves in temporal things, and that we labor
to build up the kingdom of God, and cease
to labor to build up ourselves alone, against
the interests of the kingdom of God. This
is the word of the Lord to me, and I think
it is to you.

It is the word of the Lord through the
mouth of his servant Brigham, and has
been a long time the word of the Lord to
me, that as Twelve Apostles, as Seventy
Apostles, as High Priests, and as Elders
of Israel, it is time that we should rise up
and bear the burden that rests upon the
shoulders of Brigham Young, who is far
advanced in life, and has had the weight
and burden of this Church and kingdom
upon his shoulders. It is our duty to rise up
and bear off this burden, and lift it from
our President, and also to cry aloud unto
the people to unite themselves together. It
is our duty to cease shaking in our shoes
for fear the Lord Almighty should give
some of his words to govern and control
us in our temporal affairs. Who, to use a
comparison, expects to have a forty-acre lot
alone in the kingdom of God, or in heav-
en, when we get there? None need expect
it, for in that kingdom, in heaven or upon
earth, we shall find unity, and the Lord re-

quires at our hands that we unite together,
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