
He desires that the sisters here in the land 
of Zion should govern and control the 
fashions of Zion. Instead of heaping to 
yourselves and imitating the fashions that 
have adorned Babylon, you should have 
independence enough to form your own; 
and those which are not comely and com-
fortable should be laid aside. I, myself, do 
not think it has been pleasing in the sight 
of God, to see the manner in which the 
mothers and daughters in Zion, for years 
past, have been ready to adorn themselves 
with every fashion that Babylon has con-
trived and invented. I need not mention 
all these things, but I will mention two or 
three. For instance, how is it with regard to 
the head dress of the ladies? The Lord has 
given to women generally a fine head of 
hair, which, we are told in the Scriptures, 
is the glory of the woman; and she should 
let the hair given unto her adorn her head 
without adding any foreign substance, as 
is now done, in order to imitate and fol-
low after the fashions of the world. Again, 
just as quick as the daughters of Babylon 
extend their crinolines until they cannot 
move in a space less than six or eight feet 
wide, in a coach, assembly room, or any-
where else, why the daughters of Zion 
must follow the same uncomely fash-
ion. But a fashion the reverse of this is 
now adopted, and at the present time the 
daughters of Babylon wear their elastics so 
tight that they have not room left for loco-
motion when walking in the streets; and, 
of course the daughters of Zion must prac-
tice the same. And now, see one of them, 
dressed in the height of fashion, cross-
ing the street, and a runaway team comes 
thundering along. What a position she is 
in! Why the only way she can save her life 
is to lie down and roll across the street like 
a saw log.

All these fashions are uncomely and 
should be laid aside. The daughters of 
Zion should do better than to trail silks 
and satins in the mud when walking in the 
street. The Female Relief Societies should 
lay hold of and regulate these things, 
and introduce fashions that are comely 
and comfortable; it is their duty to do it. 
Again, you can do a good deal in regard to 
maintaining the independence of Zion, by 
going to and carrying out the counsel of 
President Young in raising your own silk 
for dresses, bonnets and trimmings, so that 
your adorning may be the workmanship of 
your own hands.

I felt as though I wanted to say so much 
with regard to our sisters in Zion. President 
Young says, and I know it is the truth, 
that this is the best people on the face of 
the earth. But however good we may be 
we should aim continually to improve and 
become better. We have obeyed a different 
law and Gospel to what other people have 
obeyed, and we have a different kingdom 
in view, and our aim should be correspond-
ingly higher before the Lord our God, and 
we should govern and control ourselves 
accordingly, and I pray God my heavenly 
Father that his Spirit may rest upon us and 
enable us to do so.

Another word of the Lord to me is that, 
it is the duty of these young men here in 
the land of Zion to take the daughters of 
Zion to wife, and prepare tabernacles for 
the spirits of men, which are the children 
of our Father in heaven. They are wait-
ing for tabernacles, they are ordained to 
come here, and they ought to be born in 
the land of Zion instead of Babylon. This 
is the duty of the young men in Zion; 
and when the daughters of Zion are asked 
by the young men to join with them in
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