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marriage, instead of asking—“Has this
man a fine brick house, a span of fine hor-
ses and a fine carriage?” they should ask—
“Is he a man of God? Has he the Spirit of
God with him? Is he a Latter-day Saint?
Does he pray? Has he got the Spirit upon
him to qualify him to build up the king-
dom?” If he has that, never mind the car-
riage and brick house, take hold and unite
yourselves together according to the law
of God. I rejoice to see the population in-
creasing in the land of Zion. Why is it that
ninety-nine women out of every hundred
over the whole land of Zion, who are of
proper age and married, are bringing forth
posterity until our children swarm in our
streets almost like bees? Because the God
of heaven is raising up a royal Priesthood,
and a generation to bear off this kingdom
in the day when his judgments will come
upon the earth.

Let us do our duty; let us cease setting
our hearts upon the fashions and things of
this world, and laboring to enrich ourselves
at the sacrifice of the kingdom of God. We
have a cooperative mercantile institution;
and it is the duty of these Latter-day Saints
to sustain and uphold it; and so with ev-
erything else that is in the kingdom, for
these are the stepping stones to us to a full-
ness of the celestial kingdom of God.

I thank God that I live in this day and
age of the world, when my ears have heard
the sound of the fullness of the Gospel of
Christ. I thank God that I have seen the
face of Prophets, Apostles, and inspired
men. I rejoice in this, and I pray God my
heavenly Father that I, and my brethren
and sisters, may have power to unite and
take hold and build up this kingdom.
When we do this it will not be in the power
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of earth or hell to take away our rights and
privileges; for I tell you that if this people
were united according to the law of God,
wherein we should become fully justified
before the Lord, sinners in Zion would
tremble and fearfulness would surprise the
hypocrite; the power of God would rest
upon Zion, the angels of God would visit
the earth, the judgments of God would be
poured upon the wicked, the Zion of God
would be redeemed, the Temples of God
would be reared, the prison doors would
be opened and the prisoners in the spirit
world would go free, because we would feel
the spirit and power of our mission and
calling and should fulfill it.

I pray that God will bless this people,
and that he will bless President Young,
who has already outlived four of his coun-
selors. The Lord says—“I will take whom
I will take, and I will preserve whom I will
preserve.” All these counselors were young-
er men than President Young, yet he has
outlived them. God has ordained President
Young to live, and he has lived so long,
and has had the prayers of hundreds and
thousands of Saints, which have entered
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth for his
preservation; and the Lord has heard and
answered these prayers.

Let us, as Elders of Israel, rise up and
bear off this kingdom. Let us forsake our
evils and wickedness, and repent of our sins,
and renew our covenants and keep the com-
mandments of God; that we may lighten
the burdens of our President, that his spirit
may be cheered, and that the power of God
may attend him in his labors for the ad-
vancement of Zion upon the earth.

This is my prayer in the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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