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forty years ago, in the State of Ohio, in

Kirtland, according to the pattern which

God showed by vision. When that was

completed, and the servants of God were

called in from the east and west, and

north, and south, and entered that sa-

cred edifice, God was there, his angels

were there, the Holy Ghost was in the

midst of the people, the visions of the

Almighty were opened to the minds of

the servants of the living God; the veil

was taken off from the minds of many;

they saw the heavens opened; they be-

held the angels of God; they heard the

voice of the Lord; and they were filled

from the crown of their heads to the soles

of their feet with the power and inspira-

tion of the Holy Ghost, and uttered forth

prophecies in the midst of that congrega-

tion, which have been fulfilling from that

day to the present time.

It was in that Temple that the visions

of the Almighty were opened to our great

Prophet, Seer and Revelator, Joseph

Smith, wherein the future was portrayed

before him, wherein keys were com-

mitted to him in relation to this great

Latter-day dispensation, and the power

of God was made manifest through the

holy Priesthood sent down from heaven.

In that Temple, set apart by the ser-

vants of God, and dedicated by a prayer

that was written by inspiration, the peo-

ple were blessed as they never had been

blessed for generations and generations

that were passed and gone. Why? Be-

cause that work was of God. God had

raised up a mighty Prophet; God had

brought to light great and glorious rev-

elations; God had sent down the holy

Priesthood from the heavens; the Lord

our God had established his kingdom on

the earth; he, therefore, gave unto his

servants power, wisdom and strength

that they might administer among the

people and do them good.

Since that time buildings have been

reared to the name of the Most High,

and the Priesthood have been called to-

gether, and the councils of the Priesthood

have been blessed, endowments have

been made manifest, and ordinances of

endowments, keys of endowments, signs

and tokens of endowments, and princi-

ples that were calculated to give joy and

to impart happiness, for the Lord had

commanded, that in the midst of Zion,

life for evermore should be poured out

upon the fallen sons and daughters of his

people.

Now another occasion is afforded us

of dedicating a large and commodious

Tabernacle, which has been built to the

name of the Most High. God is here;

God is with his servants, with the quo-

rums of the everlasting Priesthood, and

his Spirit is here; and the prayer that

has been offered up is accepted by the

heavens, and we rejoice and give praise

to God who has redeemed us, who sits

upon his throne, whose bowels of mercy

yearn towards all of his sons and daugh-

ters; whose bosom is filled with compas-

sion towards all his people. We praise

his name, and though we have not the

opportunity of giving expression to the

joy and thanksgiving of our hearts, still

we feel to say—"Hallelujah to the Lord

God Almighty, who sits upon his throne,

who reigns forever and ever, for he will

bless his Zion, he will extend forth her

borders, he will pour out his Spirit upon

his ministry, and he will fulfill and ac-

complish his work unto the uttermost."

Amen.


