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REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

I have been very much interested and
instructed during our Conference, and
in rising at this time—a few moments
only remaining before the close of our
forenoon meeting—I feel that I can only
bear my testimony to, and express my
conviction of, the truths that we have
had delivered unto us during our meet-
ings from the first day of our Confer-
ence. We have had instructions here
upon spiritual and upon temporal mat-
ters sufficient, if they were carried out,
to make this people the best, purest, no-
blest, and greatest people that inhabit
the world. The instructions that have
been given unto us in regard to tempo-
ral matters, and in regard to bringing us
to a union of faith and works, are cal-
culated in their nature, if adopted and
carried out in the practices of the Latter-
day Saints, to make them the most in-
dependent people that live upon the face
of the earth, depending indeed only upon
the Lord our God, the giver of every good
and perfect gift. I can see, as clearly
as it is possible for me to see the light
of the sun, that if the instructions that
were given here yesterday, and the day

before, in relation to uniting ourselves
together in temporal affairs, were car-
ried out by the people, we would soon no
longer be beholden to the world, and it
would be said of us, that we were depen-
dent upon no power upon the earth but
the power of God. It is very different,
however, with us at present, for now we
are very dependent, notwithstanding the
vast amount of blessings that the Lord
has poured out upon us—Dblessings of the
soil, of the labors of our hands, of the ele-
ments that surround us. He has given us
an abundance of everything our hearts
can desire in righteousness, insomuch,
as it was remarked yesterday, that we
have become almost recreant to these
blessings; we squander and waste them,
run over them, trample them under our
feet as it were, and regard them as of
very little importance, or worthless. The
Lord truly has blessed his people; he has
poured out his Spirit upon us, opened
our way, delivered us from our enemies,
blessed and enriched the soil, tempered
the elements, and made them favorable
to us, turned away cursings, and given
us blessings on every hand, and has



