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prospered us in the earth. But we have

been careless, and in a measure blind

to the presence and value of the bless-

ings that have been poured out upon us

so abundantly, and have failed to recog-

nize, as we should at all times, the hand

of God therein. We have also come far

short of appreciating our brethren the

Prophets, who have borne the burden

in the heat of the day; who have stood

boldly and fearlessly, filled with wisdom

and intelligence from above, to give us

counsel, and to guide and direct us in the

channels of prosperity, peace, and happi-

ness.

Will we come to a knowledge of the

truth? Will we learn to appreciate the

blessings that we enjoy, and to realize

fromwhence they come? Will we begin to

follow more faithfully the counsels that

are given to us by the servants of the

Lord, and come together in the unity of

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son

of God, that we may become perfect men

in Christ Jesus, even to the fullness of

the measure of his stature?

There is a circumstance recorded in

the Scriptures, that has been brought

forcibly to my mind while listening to

the remarks of the Elders who have spo-

ken to us during Conference. A young

man came to Jesus and asked what good

thing he should do that he might have

eternal life. Jesus said unto him—"Keep

the commandments." The young man

asked which of them. Then Jesus enu-

merated to him some of the command-

ments that he was to keep—he should

not murder, nor commit adultery, nor

steal, nor bear false witness, but he

should honor his father and mother, and

love his neighbor as himself, &c. Said

the young man—"All these I have kept

from my youth up, what lack I yet?"

Jesus said—"If thou wilt be perfect, go

and sell that thou hast and give to the

poor, and thou shalt have treasure in

heaven, and come and follow me." And

we are told that he turned away sorrow-

ful, because he had great possessions.

He would not hearken to, or obey the law

of God in this matter. Not that Jesus re-

quired of the youngman to go and sell all

that he possessed and give it away; that

is not the principle involved. The great

principle involved is that which the El-

ders of Israel are endeavoring to enforce

upon the minds of the Latter-day Saints

today. When the youngman turned away

in sorrow, Jesus said to his disciples—

"How hardly shall they that have riches

enter into the kingdom of God!"

Is this because the rich man is rich?

No. May not the rich man, who has the

light of God in his heart, who possesses

the principle and spirit of truth, and who

understands the principle of God's gov-

ernment and law in the world, enter into

the kingdom of heaven as easily, and

be as acceptable there as the poor man

may? Precisely. God is not a respecter

of persons. The rich man may enter into

the kingdom of heaven as freely as the

poor, if he will bring his heart and af-

fections into subjection to the law of God

and to the principle of truth; if he will

place his affections upon God, his heart

upon the truth, and his soul upon the

accomplishment of God's purposes, and

not fix his affections and his hopes upon

the things of the world. Here is the diffi-

culty, and this was the difficulty with the

young man. He had great possessions,

and he preferred to rely upon his wealth

rather than forsake all and follow Christ.

If he had possessed the spirit of truth

in his heart to have known the will of

God, and to have loved the Lord with all

his heart and his neighbor as himself, he


