WHAT THE LORD REQUIRES OF HIS SAINTS.

would have said to the Lord—"Yea, Lord,
I will do as you require, I will go and sell
all that I have and give it to the poor." If
he had had it in his heart to do this, that
alone might have been sufficient, and the
demand would probably have stopped
there, for undoubtedly the Lord did not
deem it essential for him to go and give
his riches away, or to sell his possessions
and give the proceeds away, in order that
he might be perfect, for that, in a mea-
sure, would have been improvident. Yet,
if it had required all this to test him and
to prove him, to see whether he loved
the Lord with all his heart, mind, and
strength, and his neighbor as himself,
then he ought to have been willing to
do it, and if he had been he would have
lacked nothing, and would have received
the gift of eternal life, which is the great-
est gift of God, and which can be received
on no other principle than the one men-
tioned by Jesus to the young man. If you
will read the sixth lecture on faith in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants you will
learn that no man can obtain the gift of
eternal life unless be is willing to sacri-
fice all earthly things in order to obtain
it. We cannot do this so long as our affec-
tions are fixed upon the world.

It is true that we are in a mea-
sure of the earth, earthly; we be-
long to the world. Our affections and
our souls are here; our treasures are
here, and where the treasure is there
the heart is. But if we will lay up
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our treasures in heaven; if we will wean
our affections from the things of this
world, and say to the Lord our God—
"Father, not my will but thine be done,"
then may the will of God be done on
earth as it is done in heaven, and the
kingdom of God in its power and glory
will be established upon the earth. Sin
and Satan will be bound and banished
from the earth, and not until we attain
to this condition of mind and faith will
this be done.

Then let the Saints unite; let them
hearken to the voices of the servants of
God that are sounded in their ears; let
them hearken to their counsels and give
heed to the truth; let them seek their
own salvation, for, so far as I am con-
cerned, I am so selfish that I am seeking
after my salvation, and I know that I can
find it only in obedience to the laws of
God, in keeping the commandments, in
performing works of righteousness, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of our file leader,
Jesus, the exemplar and the head of all.
He is the way of life, he is the light of the
world, he is the door by which we must
enter in order that we may have a place
with him in the celestial kingdom of God.

May God grant that we may see and
comprehend the whole truth, and be
submissive to the requirements of the
Gospel and obedient to the Priesthood of
God upon the earth in all things, that we
may obtain eternal life, is my prayer in
the name of Jesus. Amen.



